WMU  a  strong  point 


Liberian  Baptists  begin  to  count  gains  since  coup 

i  ►  * 


Bradley  Brown,  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  from  Geojj; 
gia  who  is  president  of  the  seminary  and  was  president  of 
the  training  school  which  preceded  it.  / 

As  they  re-evaluated  their  priorities  and  viewed  the  fu¬ 
ture,  leaders  chose  to  emphasize  evangelism.  They  found 
the  seminary  was  already  working  to  provide  young  pas¬ 
tors  trained  for  such  an  outreach. 

Brown,  chairman  of  the  convention’s  evangelism  com¬ 
mittee,  challenged  Baptists  to  set  a  goal  of  organizing  at 
least  200  new  churches  within  the  next  five  years,  a  chal¬ 
lenge  he  says  the  Liberians  are  taking  seriously. 

One  who  does  so  is  Samuel  Hill,  who  became  executive 
secretary  of  the  convention  after  the  coup. 

Hill  points  out  the  convention  has  done  a  good  job  of 
starting  churches  in  the  major  cities,  but  many  interior 
regions  remain  untouched.  ‘The  harvest  is  ripe  and  I  feel 
that  we  will  need  to  expand.  We  need  to  go  deeper  into  the 
interior  part  of  this  country,”  he  says. 

The  leader  believes  that  seeing  God  bring  them  through 
difficult  times  has  made  Liberian  Baptists  more  serious 
about  their  faith.  “We  are  striving  toward  an  event  (and) 
that  is  going  out  and  trying  to  evangelize  our  people.” 

Hill  is  a  descendant  of  the  tribal  Liberians  who  compose 
most  of  the  country’s  population.  Until  the  coup,  the  Libe¬ 
rian  government  was  dominated  by  the  small  group  of 
people  who  were  descended  from  the  freed  American 
slaves  who  founded  the  west  African  nation  in  1822. 

The  new  generation  of  Liberian  leaders  at  the  seminary 
is  typified  by  J.  Samuel  Reeves,  who  went  against  family 
advice  and  turned  down  a  university  scholarship  to  enter 
the  ministry.  When  he  became  pastor  of  Mt.  Galilee  Baptist 
Church  in  Careysburg,  average  attendance  was  five  to  10. 
Within  four  months  after  he  assumed  the  pastorate,  atten¬ 
dance  jumped  to  80  to  100. 

Reeves  praises  the  coup,  saying  it  caused  many  people  to 
find  the  right  direction  in  their  lives.  As  pastor  and  an 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 

MONROVIA,  Liberia  (BP)— After  an  April  1980  coup 
that  shook  the  convention  from  the  top  down,  Liberian 
Baptists  are  recovering  and  beginning  to  count  some  gains. 

William  R.  Tolbert  Jr.  was  president  of  both  the  nation 
and  the  Baptist  convention.  On  the  eve  of  the  convention’s 
centennial  celebration,  Tolbert  was  assassinated .  His  wife, 
Victoria,  who  was  national  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
president,  was  arrested.  Other  Baptist  leaders  involved  in 
government  were  dead,  jailed,  or  jobless. 

The  shock  of  the  coup  sent  Liberian  Baptists  reeling,  but 
today  denominational  leaders  say  the  takeover  caused  a 
re-examination  of  values  which  brought  new  life  into  the 
tradition-bound  convention.  As  they’ve  counted  their 
losses— both  personal  and  financial— Liberian  Baptists 
have  discovered  where  their  strengths  lie  and  where  they 
should  put  increased  emphasis. 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  has  emerged  as  a 
strongpoint. 

“Without  WMU,-  the  Liberia  Baptist  Missionary  and 
Educational  Convention  would  be  like  a  broken  chair  on 
one  leg,”  says  Imogene  Collins,  who  was  named  interim 
president  shortly  after  the  coup  and  now  is  national  WMU 
vice  president. 

“The  women  continued  meeting  while  the  men  were 
afraid  to  meet,”  she  adds,  commenting  women  believed  it 
was  up  to  them  to  hold  the  convention  together  and  push  the 
men  back  into  service.  Soldiers  came  to  the  women’s  meet¬ 
ings  and  marched  up  and  down  the  aisles,  but  left  when 
they  learned  the  gatherings  weren’t  political. 

The  women  even  held  their  regular  World  Day  of  Prayer 
and  raised  $1,000  to  send  to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

pi  addition  to  the  WMU.  Liberian  Baptists  found  strong 
support  in  the  Liberia  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

/  "The  eyes  of  everybody  in  the  convention  are  on  the- 
seminary  because  tney  realize  that  the  Baptist  leadership 
for  the  present  and  the  future  is  coming  from  here;”  says 


the  nearbyLiberian  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  learned  the 
men  were  Christians  but  had  no  place  to  worship.  The  church 
they  started  has  since  baptized  31  new  members.  (BP)  PHOTO 
By  Joanna  B.  Pinneo. 


Bursting  with  enthusiasm,  Sylvannus  Valcarcel  persuades 
the  crowd  to  join  him  in  singing  during  Sunday  School  at  the 
Liberian  cultural  center  outside  Monrovia.  Hitching  a  ride  with 
some  men  from  the  center,  Valcarcel  and  another  student  at 


Roy  Honeycutt  elected 
to  succeed  Duke  McCall 


He  succeeds  Duke  K.  McCall,,  who 
retired  that  day  after  serving  as  presi¬ 
dent  since  1951. 

Honeycutt,  born  in  Grenada  in  1926, 
has  been  provost  of  the  seminary  since 
1976.  He  served  as  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology,  1975-80,  and  has  been  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  there  since 
1975.  . 

Honeycutt  was  pastor  of  several 
churches  including  Scobey  Baptist 
Church,  Scobey,  Miss.,  1948-49;  Un¬ 
derwood  Church,  Underwood,  Ind., 
1950-51;  New  Salem  Church, 
Bardstown,  Ky.,  1951-57;  and  First 
Church,  Princetown,  Ky.,  1957-59. 

He  became  an  Old  Testament  in¬ 
structor  at  Southern  Seminary  1955-57 
and  moved  to  Midwestern  Seminary, 
Kansas  City,  where  he  became  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  Old  Testament, 
1959-60.  In  1960  he  was  made  full  pro- 
( Continued  on  page  4) 

Committee  okays  computer 
move,  ioins'HMB  effort 


Roy  Lee  Honeycutt,  Jr.,  a  native 
Mississippian.  was  elected  Feb.  2  as 
president  of  Southern  Baptist  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. _ 


OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISV  CONVENTION 

!  JACKSOnViISSISSIPPI,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  4, 1982 


Volume  CVI,  Number  1 


Published  Since  1877 


High  court  says  Louisiana 

law  unconstitutional 


prayer 


port  to*  their  classrooms  for  a  one-  the  S 
minute  period  of  silent  meditation  be-  boar< 
fore  regular  classroom  instruction  untai 
was  to  begin.  \  ■,  rules 

After  the  school  board  announced  its  tests, 
rules,  three  parents  took  school  offi-  •  ,t  pUi 
cials  to  court,  arguing  that  both  the  Scho< 
state  law  and  the  regulations  in  Jeffer-  brief 
son  Parish  violated  the  First  Amend,  or  n, 
ment’s  ban  on  an  establishment  of  re-  reijgj 
ligion.  ■  - 

Although  the  U  S.  District  Court  for  . 
the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana  dis-  a®  c 
missed  the  complaint,  the  Fifth  Circuit  . 
Court  of  Appeals  agreed  with  the  pa-  *?  1 
rents.  *  L  v 

In  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Court,  In  i 


permitting  prayer  led  by  students  and 
teachers.  It  also  issued  guidelines  to 
govern  the  one-minute  proceeding. 

Among  the  guidelines  were  rules 
providing  first  for  a  student  volunteer 
to  ask  to  lead  in  prayer.  Only  if  he  or¬ 
ally  asked  to  pray  and  brought  along  a 
written  permission  slip  from  his  pa¬ 
rents,  however,  was  any  student  to  be 
allowed  to  lead  the  class  in  prayer. 

If  no  student  volunteered  on  a  given 
day.  the  teacher  was  authorized  under 
the  rules  to  lead  in  prayer. 

Students  who  did  not  wish  to  partici¬ 
pate  were  to  be  excused  to  another 
school  location.  After  the  prayer,  how¬ 
ever,  all.students  were  required  to  re- 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— Reaffirming 
a  position  first  announced  20  years 
ago,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  has  held 
that  states  and  localities  may  not  by 
law  tum  public  classrooms  into  wor¬ 
ship  centers. 

The  high  court  unanimously  af¬ 
firmed  a  decision  by  the  Fifth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  striking  t^own  a 
Louisiana  law  which  authorized  local 
school  boards  to  provide  for  a  period  of 
prayer  at  the  beginning  of  each  school 
day. 

.  Shortly  after  the  state  legislature 
passed  the  law  in  1980,  the  school  board 
ip  Jefferson  Parish,  in  suburban  New 
''■Orleans,  announced  it  would  begin 


Authorization  for  moving  the  Bap-  Garner,  Jr.,  is  the  operator  of  Nonic- 
tist  Building's  computer  operation  into  kian  Information  Systems,  Inc. 
the  Baptist  Building  and  a  cooperative  The  Bo,d  Mission  Thrust  venture 
project  wththe  Home  Mission  Board  wjth  ^  Home  Mission  Board  will  a 
were  given  wie  approval  of  the  Execu-  rative  endeavor  with  the  Missis- 

tiveComm.  teeof  the  M.ss.ss.pp.  Bap-  si7B  tlst  convention  supplying  60 
t,s :  Convention  Boani  when  the  com-  ^  ^  x  s  and^Home 

mmee  met  this  week  in  Vicksburg.  £lsslon  Board  Sl£plying  the  other  40 

The  committee  met  on  Monday  af-  nt  The  totaf^st  g  expected  to 

ternoon  immediately  preceding  the  r  .  .  2nft 

Evangelism-Bible  Conference  at  the 

First  Baptist  Church.  Vicksburg  endeavor  will  get  under  way  this 

The  Baptist  Building’s  computer  op-  year' and  tfle  aim  wil>  be  to  reach  those 

eration  is  handled  by  the  firm  of  wh°  have  not  been  reached  by  any 
Nonickian  Information  Systems,  Inc.  church  in  the  state.  It  is  estimated,  ac- 
Its  location  outside  the  Baptist  Build-  cording  to  reports  made  during  the 
ing  causes  additional  costs  in  tele-  committee  hearing,  that  there  are  at 

phone  lines  and  rental  space.  Entities  *east  one  million  lost  people  in  the 

in  the  Baptist  Building  provide  about  state. 

70  percent  of  the  business  of  the  com-  The  effort  will  be  to  reach  the  lost 
puter  firm,  so  it  was  determined  that  a  wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  indud- 
savings  of  some  $20,000  could  be  ef-  ing  those  of  low  socio-economic  condi- 
fected  beginning  this  year  by  moving  tion. 
the  firm  into  the  Baptist  Building.  J.  K. 


“Show  and  tell”  handwork 

•  j  .  * 

leads  to  Gum  Grove  WMU 


Mrs.  Aileen  Smith  is  the  Star  team 
member  for  District  15.  Her  district 
includes  Jeff  Davis,  Lawrence,  Lin¬ 
coln,  Marion,  and  Walthall  Associa¬ 
tions.  Fourteen  churches  in  the  district 
had  no  WMU  work  when  Mrs.  Smith 
began  to  contact  pastors  of  the, 
churches  last  summer.  ,  , 

The  first  pastor  she  contacted  was 
Jimmy  Smith,  who  had  become  pastor 
of  Gum  Grove  Church  in  Lincoln  As¬ 
sociation  ip  March,  1980.  Hie  pastor 
and  his  wife  were  receptive  to  the  idea 
of  beginning  WMU  in  their  church. 

About  the  time  Mrs.  Smith  made 
contact  with  the  pastor,  the  women  of 
Gum  Grove  began  a  monthly  “Show 
and  Tell”  fellowship  time.  Mary 
Smith,  the  pastor’s  wife,  says,  “The 
women  in  the  community  are  talented 
in  handwork  of  all  kinds,  and  they  saw 
a  need  for  making  items,  such  as  lap 
robes,  for  the  area  nursing  homes.” 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


Women  group  at  Gum  Grove  Baptist 
Church  in  Lincoln  County.  Elevenof  14 
churches  without  WMU  in  that  same 
district"— District  15— have  begun 
WMU  organizations  or  elected  WMU 
directors,  thanks  to  encouragement 
from  Mrs.  Aileen  Smith,  WMU  Star- 
Team  member. 

The  National  Enlargement  Plan  of 
WMU,  SBC,  is  a  part  of  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust.  The  two  year  plan  began 
in  the  fall  of  1981,  and  its  goal  is  to 
establish  a  program  of  missionary 
education  in  every  church  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  There, 
are  approximately  11,000  churches  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  with 
no  missionary  education  program. 

Of  the  1,950  Baptist  churches  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  approximately  700  have  no 
WMU.  Sixteen  Mississippi  women 
were  chosen  as  Starteam  members  to 
contact  and  help  organize  WMU  in 
these  700  churches. 


By  Betty  Smith 

Four  months  of  “Show  and  Tell" 
time,  coupled  with  Bible  study,  rer 
cently  to  organization  of  a  Baptist 


( Continued  on  page  3) 


Youth  missions 

v 

conference  set 
for  Gulfshore 


Jones  installed  as  new  director 
of  Christian  Action  Commission 


employees  of  the  Baptist  Building. 

Jones  will  serve  as  executive 
director-elect  until  the  retirement  of 
Q ark  Hensley,  the  present  executive 
director,  later  in  the  year.  Hensley 
presided  at  the  installation  service. 

James  F.  Yates,  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and 
paster  of  First  Baptist  ChUrch,  Yazoo 
City,  addressed  the  installation  ser¬ 
vice  as  did  Earl  Kelly,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board.  Jones  responded  to  the 
remarks.  The  dedicatory  prayer  was 
by  Charles  Myers,  pastor  of  Alta 
Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  who 
served  as- chairman  of  the  search 
committee  for  the  commission  which 
recommended  Jones  succeed  Hensley. 

Mrs.  Jones  and  the,  children  of  the 
couple  were  introduced  during  the 
service.  The  children  are  Stephanie, 
12;  Paul  III,  11;  Mark.  9;  and  Heather. 


vice-chairman;  and  Sue  Tatum  of 
Yazoo  City  was  elected  secretary. 

The  installation  service  for  Jones 
was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
chapel  service  at  the  Baptist  Building 
in  Jackson.  The  chapel  time  was 
changed  frofn 8:15a.m.  to  4  p.  m.  Fri¬ 
day,  Jan.  22,  in  order  to  have  the  joint 
meeting  with  the  directors  of  the 
Christian  Action  Commission  and  the 


Paul  Griffin  Jones  II  in  a  special 
service  in  Jackson  was  installed  as  the 
second  executive  director  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.’ Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission.  During  the  same  meet¬ 
ing  the  commission  re-elected  W.  W. 
Walley,  a  Waynesboro  physician,  as 
chairman. 

Jackie  Hamilton,  pastor  of  Highland 
Baptist  Church.  Meridian,  was  elected 


The  first  annual  Mississippi  Youth 
Missions  Conference  will  take  place 
April  9-10  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assem¬ 
bly,  Pass  Christian.  The  conference  is 
for  youths  in  grades  7-12  and  in  college. 

Purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  ac¬ 
quaint  young  people  with  mission  ac¬ 
tivities  and  opportunities  in  their 
communities,  across  Mississippi  and 
the  nation,  and  around  the  world. 

A  feature  of  the  conference  will  be 
small  family  groups  led  by  career 
missionaries.  Phil  Briggs,  Sr.,  profes¬ 
sor  of  youth  education  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Ft.  Worth,  will  be  a  confer¬ 
ence  leader  and  his  son,  Phil,  Jr.,  will 
be  niusic  leader.  l) 

The  Carpenter’s  Wood,  an  ensemble 
from  William  Carey  College,  will  pre¬ 
sent  special  music, 
i  "riie  program  begins  at  1  p.m.,  Fri¬ 
day,  Apr.  9,  and  concludes  at  3  p.m., 
the  next  day, 

Total  cost  for  the  weekend  confer¬ 
ence  is  $21,  A  non-refundable  registra¬ 
tion  fee  of  $10  needs  to  be  received  by 
conference  planners  by  Mar.  29.  The 
remaining  $11  is  due  at  registration  at 
Gulfshore. 

Send  registration  information  and 
taoney  to  Youth  Missions  Conference, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  39205. 

The  meeting  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Brotherhood  and  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  Departments  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Jones  comes  to  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  position  from  being  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Baptist  Student  Union  and 
professor  of  Bible  at  East  Texas  State 
University,  Commerce,  Texas.  He  is  a 
native  of  Missouri  and  grew  up  in 
Georgia.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  Texas,  and  .South¬ 
western  Seminary ,  Fort  Worth ,  Texas. 
He  holds  the  doctor  of  theology  degree 
in  Christian  ethics  and  the  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary.  < 


Paul  Jones.  II.  center,  is  congratulated  by  Charles  Myers,  right,  pastor  of  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson.  Jones'  wife  and  children  were  present  for  his  installation 
service.  Left  tonight,  they  are  Paul,  III.  Sandra  (Mrs.  Jones),  Heather,  Mark,  and 
Stephanie.  Myers,  who  was  vice-chairman,  1981,  of  the  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion.  and  head  of  the  Search  Committee  for  a  new  director,  led  in  the  prayer  of 
dedication. 


Gum  Grove  pastor's  wife  Mary  and  pastor  Jimmy  Smith,  left,  talk  with  Ethel 
McKeithen,  Jackson,  consultant,  state  WMU,  standing,  and  Aileen  Smith,  Brookha- 
ven  StarTeam  member.  /  j 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 
!•  WALL  CROSSES 

BAPTISTRV  WATER  HEATERS 


I^Acoiomoi  conumpoftfiKv  ono 
mOOtltll  Di SIGHS 
MB  (SECTION  0/1 T H  cum  DM 

CRAflES  ftfUJ  LRhfcSAU.OfllE 
WHITE  OR  CAU  fOR  COlOR 
LITERATURE  AHU  PROPOSALS 

Bct  toil  FREE 

-  W800  2Q1  3152 

&V  m  GEORGIA  CAU 
COLLECT 

mm  993  9960  ^J^|l 

mr  GIASSTECH  PLASTICS  INC 
'PO  BOR  910 
ROSWELL  GA  300/7 


LITTLE  GIANT 


CHURCH  FURNITURE  &  STAINED  GLASS  >] 

lvNCHBURCj  VIRGINIA  3 


""Hf  /  PEWS  ^ 

CHAIRS  CUSHIONS 
HANCEL  FURNITURE 


<:  I  int  duality  Stru  t'  /V-/"' 


The  Bengali  New  Testament  for 
Muslim  readers  is  selling  so  well  in 
Bangladesh  that  it  is  making  history 
for  the  Bible  Society  there,  says  a 
communique  to  the  American  Bible 
Society  in  New  York.  The  Bangladesh 
Bible  Society  reports  that  19.000  copies 
of  the  Injil  Sharif  <  the  Muslim  Bengali 
New  Testament)  were  sold  out  within 
three  months  of  publication. 
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Scientific  creationism  and  evolntion 


Lodging  and  meals 
Church  and  school  groups 

1982  WORLD’S  FAIR 


By  George  F.  Lee,  Sr. 
director  of  missions 
Lawrence,  Walthall,  and  Marion 
Counties 

The  options  presented  in  the  recent 
science-creation  legislation,  like  much 
legislation  that  concerns  matters  of 
morals  and  religion,  represent  a  real 
dilemma  for  me.  Neither  of  these  od- 


A  number  of  state  legislatures  are  proposing  that  their  states’  public  school* 
teach  Scientific  Creationism  alongside  Evolution.  One  federal  court  has  ruled 
one  state’s  law  unconstitutional. 

Now  the  Mississippi  Senate  has  passed  its  version  in  Senate  Bill  2256  and  the 
Mississippi  House  is  considering  it.' 

Two  Mississippi  Baptists  have  submitted  commentary  on  both  sides  of  the 
fence  concerning  Scientific  Creationism.  Neither  knew  the  other  was  writing ,  bid 
both  arguments  are  presented  here  to  allow  for  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  matter 


By  G.  Wiley  Gann,  pastor 
Rienzi  Baptist  Church 

It  is  appalling  to  hear  the  reaction  of 
many  of  the  educators  of  this  area  to 
the  law  passed  by  the  Mississippi  State 
Senate  on  January  5, 1982,  that,  if  pas¬ 
sed  by  the  House  and  signed  by  the 
Governor,  would  require  that  Creation 
Science  be  taught  as  ah  alternative  to 
Evolution  in  the  public  schools.  I  do  not 
blame  them  for  being  reluctant  to 
commenfbefore  a  television  camera. 

If  I  held  the  view  that  some  of  them 
hold.  I  would  be  reluctant  too. 

I  am,  a  pastor  and  a  certified 
teacher,  although  J  do  not  teach  regu¬ 
larly  in  the  public  school  system,  and  I 
do  not  mind  commenting  publicly  on 
the  proposed  law.  I  think  it  is  a  good 
law  and  someone  should  take  a  stand 
in  favor  of  it.  and  it  may  as  well  be  me. 

It  should  be  put  into  effect  even  though 
a  Federal  Judge  declared  a  similar 
law  unconstitutional  in  Arkansas  re¬ 
cently. 

It  is  unreal  to  think  that  the  State  of 
Mississippi  should  be  bound  by  the 
opinion  of  one  judge.  And  even  if  his 
ruling  stands  without  appeal,  or  is  up¬ 
held  by  higher  courts.  Mississippi 
should  lend  its  support  to  such  a  law  by 
taking  it  all  the  way  to  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  if  necessary. 

Perhaps  1  need  to  make  it  plain  here 
and  now  that  I  do  believe  in  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state.  I  would  not 
want  to  see  any  religious  group,  or 
even  the  state,  have  the  authority  to 
force  any  religious  views  on  anyone. 

But.  in  all  fairness  to  the  supporters  of 
the  law.  separation  of  church  and  state 
is  not  the  issue.  Opponents  of  the  law 
would  like  to  see  "separation  of  God 
and  state.” 

If  I  understand  the  content  of  the 
proposed  law.  it  would  not  require  that 
the  Bible  be  taught.  Only  the  Creation 
Science  of  the  Bible  would  be  required . 
and  only  then  as  an  alternative  to 
•  evolution  when  it.is  taught.  Now,  I  ask 
this  question:  since  when  is  variety 
unconstitutional  in  the  United  States  of 
:  America? 

!  Julian  Prince,  Superintendent  of 
.  Education  for  TupeloCity  Schools,  had 
j  an  article  in  the  Northeast  Mississippi 
Daily  Journal  on  January  11, 1962,  and 
1  appreciate  his  stand  on  evolution.  I 
have  no  quarrel  with  his  approach  to 
teaching  evolution  when  he  was  in  the 
classroom,  but  I  do  question  his  sense 
of  reasoning  about  the  proposed  law. 

We  do  not  have  to  be  overly  worried 
1  about  those  children  who  are  blessed  While  it  may  be  difficult  for  some  to 
t  witA  teachers  who  believe  ip  God  and  „«**eive  of  a  creative  God  with  no  be. 
!  thlrBffiiaiMd'Vftf  &e  id*ieeni«d  •  gSbntng wending,:* insults  tbe  nkelli- 
j  enough  to,  give-their  students  both  gence  of  every  sound  thinking  mdi- 
‘  j _ LJ _ _ _ virtual  tn  tparh  that  everything  we 
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length  of  time  it  took  God  to  create.  If 
one  can  accept  Genesis  1:1,  “In  the 
beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and 
the  earth,”  the  rest  of  the  story  should 
not  pose  a  problem.  Not  all  who  believe 
in  Creationism  accept  the  twenty-four 
hour  view  of  the  word  “day”  as  the 
only  interpretation.  The  English  word 
day  is  often  used  as  a  period  of  time 
with  a  beginning  and  ending,  such  as 
“in  my  father’s  day.” 

Even  in  the  Scriptures  the  word  is 
used  in  this  manner,  as,  ‘  ‘the  day  of  the 
Lord,”  “the  day  of  wrath,”  and  etc.  It 
is  interesting  to  notice  that  there  are 
six  days  of  work  mentioned  in  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis  and  one  day  of  rest 
in  the  first  part  of  the  second  chapter. 
But  in  Genesis  2:4,  the  writer  looks 
back  over  the  entire  period  and  refers . 
to  it  as  one  day ;  “These  are  the  gener¬ 
ations  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth 
when  they  were  created  in  the  day  that 
the  Lord  God  made  the  earth  and  the 
heavens.” 

At  any  rate,  the  sun  and  moon  were 
not  used  as  measurements  of  time 
until  thpfourth  day  of  the  creation  pro¬ 
cess,  Genesis  1 : 14-19.  So,  to  try  to  date 
the  appearance  of  the  universe,  either 
by  the  process  of  evolution  or 
Creationism,  is  mere  speculation. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  the 
word  “create”  or  “created,”  which 
means  “to  cause  something  to  appear 
from  nothing,”  is  used  only  three 
times  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  In 
Genesis  1 : 1  for  the  creation  of  matter, 
in  Genesis  1:21  for  the  creation  of  ani¬ 
mal  life,  and  in  Genesis  1:27  for  the 
creation  of  human  life.  In  all  of  the 
other  verses  the  word  “made”  is  used, 
which  means,  “to  put  together  with 
matter  already  created,”  or  the  words 
“and  God  said,”  which  imply  the  same 
thing. 


such  inversions  have  obviously  been 
,  produced  by  normal  faulting  and  fold¬ 
ing,  of  which  the  rocks  of  the  earth’s 
crust  give  much  evidence. 

“Often,  however,  there  is  no  physi¬ 
cal  indication  at  all  that  the  beds  came 
to  be  in  their  existing  positions  by  any 
other  means  tfian  normal  deposition. 
This  cannot  be  allowed,  however,  be¬ 
cause  it  would  immediately  prove  that 
the  ‘young’  fossils  are  older  than  the 
‘old'  ones,  at  least  in  time  of  deposi¬ 
tion,  and  this  would  obviously  necessi¬ 
tate  sacrificing  the  notion  of  organic 
evolution. 

“To  avoid  such  action,  we  have  the 
remarkable  theory  of  the  horizonal 
thrust  fault,  according  to  which  great 
masses  of  rock  were  severed  from 
their  original  formations  and  some 
how  lifted  up  and  shoved  over  on  top  of 
the  adjacent  areas,  following  which, 
surface  erosion  through  the  im¬ 
mediate  subsequent  ages  removed  the 
upper  deposits,  finally  leaving  only  the 
older  rocks  lying  on  the  younger  ones 
beneath.  •  • 

J  “If  such  things  a^his  have  hap¬ 
pened  upon  the  planet,  they  must  have 
been  caused  by  forces  of  far  greater 
intensity  thin  anything  ever  observed 
by  humankind  in  the  present  age.” 
(Morris,  Henry  M.,  Ph.d.,  The  Bible 
and  Modern  Science,  Moody  Press, 
Chicago,  1968,  pp  61-62). 

The  great  deluge  (flood)  of  Genesis 
chapters  six  and  seven  offers  a 
reasonable  explanation  for  such  de¬ 
posits.  Genesis  7:11-12  declares  that 
“All  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep 
were  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened.  And  the  rain  was 
upon  the  earth  forty  days  and  forty 
nights.” 

"The  windows  of  heaven”  suggest 
tremendous  volumes  of  water  poured 
from  the  heavens  for  forty  days  and 
yiights,  while  “the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep”  being  broken  up  implies 
“great  subterranean  and  subaqueous 
disturbances,  yvhich  would  have 
created  great  tidal  waves  and  ejected 
great  amounts  of  juvenile  water. 

“Such  a  flood  would  necessarily  tend 
to  affect  first  and  bury  lowest  the  crea¬ 
tures  inhabiting  tlje  deep' oceans,  then 
those  in  shallower  waters.  Then  the 
waters  and  disturbed  sediments  would 
overtake  the  amphibious  and  land- 
bordering  creatures,  including  espe¬ 
cially  reptiles.  Higher  mammals 
would  usually  be  eventually  drowned 
and  perhaps  buried  in  the  sediments. 
Finally  man,  the  chief  object  of  the 
waters,  vVbuld  be  overtaken  and  car¬ 
ried  under.”  (Morris,  p 64) 

“Thus  the  flood  would  in  general 
have  tended  to  form  just  such  strata, 
and  in  just  the  order  as  the  geologic 
age  scale  purports  to  represent.’’ 
“Another  factor  tending  to  cause  the 
deposition  of  the  strata  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  found  would  be  the  sort¬ 
ing  action  of  moving  water,  which 
would  tend  to  separate  particles, 
whether  organic  or  inorganic,  into  as¬ 
semblages  of  similar  sizes  and 
shapes."  (Morris,  pp  65)  S<j,  the  flood, 
if  accepted,  could  account  for  much 
information  that  we  have  to  dream  up 
unheard  of  events  to  get. 

The  Bible-believing  people  of  this 
land  should  lock  arms,  regardless  of 
denominational  or  religious  ties,  and 
sound  off  loud  enough  to  be  heard  and 
understood.  Our  side  has  as  much  sci¬ 
entific  evidence,  if  not  more,  than  the 
atheistic  side. 

Neither  the  A.C.L.U.  nor  the  federal 
judges  causedtfciis  world  to  be  formed, 

:  and  they  do  rimhave  the  final  word  on 
what  facts  are.  But  no  one  will  know 
how  we  feel  nor  how  serious  we  are  if 
we  continue  to  say  nothing.' 

We  all  have  senators,  congressmen, 
and  other  people  of  importance  that 
serve  us.  Let’s  let  them  know  what  we 
think  is  fact  and  that  we  feel  that  our 
side  ought  to  have,  at  least,  equal  ex¬ 
posure  in  the  public  schools. 
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conclusions  from  them.”  I  agree  with 
that  statement,  but  the  creationism 
bill  before  the  legislature  would  hot 
accomplish  this  nor  would  the  courts 
likely  address  this  appro®'*1’  **nra  it  is 
not  a  suhi~‘  *•»  me  legislation. 

rnere  are  several  reasons  why  I  ob¬ 
ject  to  the  creationism  legislation. 

* _  ....  . .  .  ..  j.i.l _ n.-Ll 


First,  it  does  propose  mandatory  Bible  state  of  Arkansas  will  probably  be  li- 
teaching  (at  least  on  a  conditional  able  for  over  one  million  dollars  in 
basis)  in  the  public  schools.  court  costs  for  defending  their 

I  grew  up  on  preaching  and  teaching  creationism  legislation, 
among  Baptists  who  opposed  tax  With  projections  for  less  than  18 
monies  t>eing  provided  for  Ronfan  million  dollars  in  our  Mississippi 
Catholic  parochial  schools.  The  same  treasury  by  the  end  of  the  year,  I  ques- 
principles  by  which  we  determined  our  tion  the  wisdom  of  risking  a  million 
opposition  to  tax  support  for  religious  dollar  expenditure  for  a  cause  that  by 
teaching  then  is  applicable  for  current  precedent  is  very  likely  to  be  ruled  un¬ 
times.  Not  only  is  there  a  violation  of  constitutional.  I  especially  question 
the  First  Amendment,  there  is  a  viola-  such  action  for  a  priority  use  of  limited 
tion  of  principles  long  held  by  Baptists  funds  when  another  option  is  open  to  us 
as  inherent  in  the  Word  of  God.  for  coping  with  erroneous  teachings. 

I  concur  with  Nathan  Porter,  a  I  would  like  to  close  with  a  quotation 
Southern  Baptist  minister  who  regis-  from  T.  W.  Patterson,  published  in  a 
tered  as  a  plaintiff  in  the  Arkansas  January,  1923,  issue  of  “The  Review 
trial,  that  the  crucial  issue  is  not  evolu-  and  Expositor”:  “The  fact  is  that  the 
tion  but  whether  or  not  religion  will  be  agitation  for  religious  instruction  in 
taught  in  the  public  schools.  the  public  schools  is  a  relic  of  an  estab- 

Second,  the  real  problem  regarding  lished  church  and  an  established  relig- 
evolution  is  not  the  recognition  of  ion  and  is  inconsistent  with  the  funda- 
evolution  as  a  realistic  possibility  in  mental  principle  of  religious  liberty, 
nature,  but  the  teaching  of  theories  “It  is  wrong  in  principle,  iiqpractic- 
about  evolution  as  fact.  Many  consider  able  in  practice  and  ineffective  as  a 
evolution  as  synonymous  with  remedy  for  the  failure  of  the  Church. 

athpiam  ,  .  ..  _  . 1  Those  who  advocate  it  and  who  work  so 

To  the  contrary,  Charles  Darwin,  earnestly  for  it  would  be  well  advised 
who  popularized  the  concept  of  evolu-  to  tease  their  propaganda  and  turn 
tion,  believed  that  the  Creator  had  their  energies  to  discovering  and 
breathed  life  in  its  original  form  into  overcoming  the  cause  of  religious  fai- 
existence.  To  teach  evolution  as  Dar-  lure  in  the  Church  and  in  the  home.” 
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Edward  Fritis  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies  at  R-TV  C  program 

Mississippi  broadcaster  Edward  O.  Communications  Award  for  his  con- 
Fritts  of  Indianola  will  be  master  of  tributions  to  broadcast  journalism, 
ceremonies  February  11  when  the  The  Distinguished  Communications 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Award  is  the  highest  honor  the  RTVC 
Commission  honors  broadcasters  gives.  Previous  recipients  include 
from  across  the  country  at  the  13th  Na-  Billy  Graham,  Mrs.  Lyndon  B. 
tional  Abe  Lincoln  Awards  program  in  Johnson  and  Bob  Hope. 

Fort  Worth.  Grady  Nutt  of  Louisville,  KY, 

•This  is  the  second  year  that  Fritts,  “Prime  Minister  of  Humor”  who  ap- 
chairman  of  the  National  Association  pears  on  television’s  “Hee  Haw,”  will 
of  Broadcaster’s  joint  Radio  and  Tele-  receive  the  Christian  Service  A  war'd, 
vision  Board  of  Directors,  has  served  He  will  be  cited  for  advancing  the 
as  master  of  ceremonies.  cause  of  Christianity  through  extraor- 

John  Chancellor,  anchorman  of  NBC  dinary  talents.  This  is  not  an  annual 
Nightly  News,  will  be  the  keynote  award  but  is  given  only  when  an  excep- 
speaker  and  receive  the  Distii^uished  tional  person  is  found,  according  to 

agency  officials. 

IRS  to  examine  Texas  In  addition,  eight  broadcasters  from 

-  !  .  j  across  the  country  will  be  honored  for 

church  bank  records  their  contributions  to  their  com- 
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fusal  to  review  the  case.  ters  Association,  as  well  as 

The  Grayson  County  State  Bank  has  NAB  boards  and  committees, 
refused  for  more  than  three  years  to 
produce  the  records  as  demanded  by 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  in  an 
audit  proceeding  directed  at  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  pastor,  Charles  EL  Glass. 

The  IRS  is  looking  into  Glass’s  tax  lia¬ 
bility  for  1973  through  1976. 

Although  IRS  obtained  a  summons 
to  examine  the  record  in  November 
1978,  the  taxing  agency  waited  until 
May  1980  to  ask  a  federal  district  court 
in  Texas  to  enforce  it  That  court  de¬ 
nied  the  government’s  request  but  the 
Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  re¬ 
versed  the  lower  court,  ordering  the 
bank  to  comply  with  the  IRS  request. 

In  appealing  that  decision  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  attorneys  for  the 
church  labelled  the  IRS  efforts  as 
“clearly  an  excessive  and  unneces¬ 
sary  interference”  into  “internal  fi¬ 
nancial  matters.”  They  also  cited  a 
portion  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code 
forbidding  the  IRS  from  auditing  the 
“books  of  account”  of  any  congregh1 
tion,  even  if  it  engaged  in  unrelated 
business  enterprises. 

But  the  government  argued  that  it 
sought  only  bank  records  and  not 
“books  of  account”  kept  by  the  church. 

It  emphasized  also  that  its  investiga¬ 
tion  focused  on  the  pastor  not  the  con¬ 
gregation.  The  summons  of  bank  re¬ 
cords  was  issued,  the  government 
brief  continued 
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without  the  possibility  of  a  God-, 
Creator.  And  that  is  what  I  object  to. 

The  greatest  objection  that  many 
educators,  as  well  as  scientists,  have 
to  Creation  Science  seems  to  be  the 


State 


‘for  the  proper  and 
strictly  secular”  purpose  of  determin¬ 
ing  Glass’  tax  liability. 
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Liberian  Baptists  begin 
to  count  gains  since  coup 


Kaye  Gray  Keeton,  child  care  in-  ences  with  the  Autoharp,”  and  “Chil- 
ructor  at  Holmes  Junior  College,  dren  and  God.” 
oodman,  will  speak  during  a  Plus,  the  clinic  will  offer  age  group 
^^^^^^Mkindergarten-day  sessions  from  infant  to  school  agecml- 
clinic.  Mar.  13  dren  and  "Mother’s  Morning  Out."  a 
First  Baptist  ministry  many  churches  are  trying. 

■*.  IPM Church.  Clinton  Mrs.  Keeton  is  a  graduate  of  Missis- 

Blll*  sippi  College  with  a  master  of  educa- 

|L*  'X„-,  The  clinic  is  open  tion  degree  and  was  center  director  at 

;  ■  i^Bto  any  kindergarten  St.  Jude  Day  Care  Center. 

day  care  teacher  Registration  fee  of  $5  is  payable  to 
*gor  director.  It  fea-  the  Church  Administration /Pastoral 
#Jntures  special  in-  Ministries  Department,  Box  530, 
Keeton  terest  sessions  for  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  Tlie  fee  covers 
**  leaders  including  materials  and  lunch. 

Weekday  programs:  a  Ministry,”  The  clinic  begins  at  9  a.m.  on  Mar.  13 

and  concludes  at  4  that  afternoon. 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

Army  chaplain,  he  says  he  has  talked  to  many  who  told  him 
the  coup  made  them  re-examine  their  Christian  lives.  He 
says  the  coup  taught  him  that  no'human  is  too  great  to  fall ; 
only  God  is  great  and  the  Christian’s  life  must  be  God- 
centered. 

Even  though  the  convention  is  eager  to  carry  out  an 
aggressive  program  erf  evangelism,  Hill  sees  a  problem: 
There  are  few  funds  to  send  out  many  evangelists. 

During  the  coup,  many  of  the  convention’s  wealthier 
members,  with  government  and  business  connections, 
were  lost,  causing  the  convention  to  suffer  financially. 
Now,  increased  emphasis  on  stewardship  offers  some 
hope,  but  giving  is  limited  because  most  of  the  members 
have  small  incomes,  says  Hill. 

The  financial  problems  cause  difficulties  for  graduating 
seminary  students.  While  the  Liberian  tradition  has  been 
for  pastors  to  make  a  living  at  other  jobs,  most  of  the 
graduating  men  and  women  want  to  pursue  full-time  Chris¬ 
tian  vocations.  But  the  churches,  like  the  convention,  lack 
the  funds  to  support  the  graduates. 


Seminary 
lawyer  and 

through  the  _ _ _ r  _  _ „„ _ r _ 

work  full-time  in  the  churches,  especially  in  rural" areas  Trinity  Baptist  Church  of  LaGrande, 
But  progress  is  slow  and  will  be  until  the  convention  can  Oregon  as  its  1962  summer  mission 
generate  more  funds.  project 

Despite  the  problems,  Liberian  churches  are  beginning  Hie  project-date  has  been  set  for 
to  feel  the  impact  of  the  new  ideas  of  the  students.  Christian  July  18-£3,  in  which  a  group  of  more 
stewardship  and  morality  are  being  taught  as  they  weren’t  than  20  volunteers  will  journey  to 
before.  Churches  which  were  dying  are  coming  back  to  life  LaGrande  for  involvement  in  various 
and  new  churches  are  being  bom. 

Through  prayer  and  the  passing  of  time,  God  is  reviving 
Liberian  Baptists,  says  Peter  Amos  George,  president  of 
the  Liberian  Bar  Association  and  interim  pastor  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Baptist  Church. 

“We  have  an  ultimatum  from  God  stating  that  we  must 
go  out  and  preach  this  gospel  teaching  to  all  nations,” 

George  says.  “So  that  is  what  we  are  doing  and  as  long  as 
we  are  doing  it  in  the  faith  and  in  his  name,  I  am  sure  the 
future  is  beautiful.” 

(Mary  Jane  Welch  writes  for  the  FMB.) 


trustees,  led  by  Abraham  James,  a  Monrovia  The  missions  committees  of 
university  professor,  are  trying  to  work  Covington  and  Jefferson  Davis  Baptist 
convention  to  have  the  students  assigned  to  Associations  recently  adopted  'the 

Trinity  Baptist  Church  of  LaGrande, 
Oregon  as  its  1962  summer  mission 


Do-it-yourself  Art,”  “Music  experi- 


The  men  of  the  group  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  construction  of  a  new 
building  for  Trinity  Baptist  Church. 
The  church  is  two  years  old,  and  aver¬ 
ages  attendance  in  the  40’s,  but  has  no 
formal  church  building  facility.  The 
church  is  growing  and  is  in  need  of  a 
building.  Rented  facilities  are  being 
used  at  the  present. 

While  the  men  of  the  group  will  be 
involved  in  the  beginning  construction 
of  the  building,  the  women  will  be  con¬ 
ducting  Backyard  Bible  Clubs  in  the 
LaGrande  area. 

The  group  will  also  be  involved  in  a 
new  work  at  Pilot  Point,  Oregon  under 
the  sponsorship  of  Trinity  Baptist 
Church. 

Anyone  desiring  further  information 
concerning  this  project  may  write  or 
call  L.  B.  Atchison,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Covington  and  Jefferson  Davis 
Baptist  Associations,  P.  O.  Drawer 
LLL,  Prentiss,  Miss.,  39474,  telephone 
765-4689.  .  | 


Committee  Missions  day  camp 

workshop:  March  20 


For  all  staff 
members  with  youth 
responsibilities. 

with: 

Dr.  Macklyn  Hubbell 
NOBTS 
Dr,  Ray  Lloyd 
FBC,  Starkville 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

A  three  pronged  thrust  was  outlined. 

It  includes  Sunday  School’s  aim  of 
reaching  8.5  million  enrolled  in  the  na¬ 
tion  by  1965.  Bold  witness  training  and 
Bold  New  York.  Included  in  the  new 
work  category  are  the  Laser  projects 
which  is  work  with  language  missions 
groups,  and  Probe,  which  is  reaching 
out  to  pockets  whoever  they  are  and 
wherever  they  may  be  found.  A  part  of 
this  effort  will  be  mission  youth  teams 
using  the  summer  months  to  go  to 
areas  where  there  is  potential  for  new 
work. 

Hie  committee  took  official  recogni¬ 
tion  of  a  poll  of  the  group  that  approved 
the  extension  of  an  option  to  purchase 
the  Kittiwake  property  at  Pass  Christ¬ 
ian.  The  possibility  of  a  local  zoning 
change  has  caused  some  confusion  in 
the  Kittiwake  sale  proceedings.  The 
Kittiwake  property  has  lain  idle  since 
the  buildings  formerly  housing  the 
state  convention’s  Royal  Ambassador 
camp  were  leveled  by  Hurricane 
Camille  in  1969.  Proceeds  of  the  sale 
will  benefit  the  development  of  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  the  present  RA 
camp. 

George  Henley  of  Becker  was 
named  as  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  to  replace 
Tommy  Whaley,  who  has  moved  out  of 
the  association.  Also  John  Armistead, 
pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 

Tupelo,  was  named  as  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Order 
of  Business  committee  to  replace 

Lewis  Sewell  of  Oxford,  who  resigned.  v 

Both  of  the  newly  elected  men  Mil  £±\\t  mnmfi  unit 
serve  until  the  convention  in  tAitxi 


Store. 

This  book  is  a  how-to  as  well  as  a 
resource  for  nature  crafts,  nature 
hikes,  camp  crafts,  Bible  study, 
games  and  songs.  Woman’s  Missio¬ 
nary  Union  and  Brotherhood  produce 
an  annual  missions  unit  of  study  for 
use  in  Missions  Day  Camps.  The  unit 
for  '82  is  Internationals  and  will  be  av¬ 
ailable  for  $1.10  through  Baptist  Book 
Stores. 


March  1-2 
Lake  Tiak  O’Khata 
Louisville,  MS 


Growing  in  Relationships” 

*■  “Developing  a  Youth  Ministry 


‘‘Giving  Away  Your  Job” 
“The  Time  of  Your  Life 
(  '  “Hours  of  Sharing” 

'  |M  .  /  ’  '[ 

Cost:  About  $23.00  per  person  i 
(includes  room  and  meals) 

Make  your  own  reservation! 


Revival  at  Parchman 
involves  Mississippia: 


and  Career  Department  of  38th  Av-  ports  that  it  has  secured  three  acres  of 
enue  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg  land  adjacent  to  the  east  gate  of  the 
held  Bible  Clubs  for  children  and  youth  penitentiary  on  which  to  place  a  Bap- 
in  the  afternoons  and  presented  spe%  tist  equipping  center.  Volunteer  work 
cial  music  in  the  evening  services.  V  teams  will  be  sought  to  assist  in  the 
Bill  Webb  from  Midway  Baptist  construction  of  the  facility.  The  steer- 
Church  in  Meridian  was  the  evangelist  ing  committee  has  asked  the  Missis- 
for  the  week.  There  were  18  decisions  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to  hold 
out  of  which  seven  were  professions  of  title  to  the  property, 
faith.  There  was  an  average  atten- 

dance  of  60  for  the  evening  services,  M  I  ctlinPTlt*^ 
and  around  70  children  and  young  MUtlClll© 

"volv'd  will  look 

On  Saturday  preceding  the  revival,  44Tb  •  •  • 

seven  men  from  the  Brotherhood  X  nOTltlCS 

group  of  Friendship  Baptist  Church  in  CLINT0N  _  “Take  It  From  the 
Grenada  ™nductedasurveyof  the  Top_Priorities..  wiU  the  for 

tny^f^tS  Kd  a  Spiritual  Enrichment  Week 

P  scheduled  for  Mississippi  College  Feb. 

8-11  with  several  visiting  personalities 
Dixie  Harmony  Boys,  a  gospel  singing  .  ..  ,,  disrilssions 

group  from  Coila  prwented  special  According  to  Bill  Myrick  of  Hatties- 
music  for  thd evening.  The  group  from  .  ,  «  .  p  3  f  p  , 

38th  Avenue  RapUstChmvh  presented  ehairmen^  the  special  week  ’  the 

ifg$£Z tie-up  to  iuSS  b.  carried  out  through 

gospel  with  everyone  at  the  pemten-  ^  dormitory 

_ .  ..  ..  .  .  Visiting  personalities  will  include 

it Xo3l v  SS  Dan  Yeary'  Pastor  of  the  University 

an  all  nigh ttockin  at  the  Family  Life  Baptist  church,  Coral  Gabhes,  Fla.; 
Center  of  the  Drew  Baptist  CJurck  ^  E  „  marri  and  famil 

V  Tr*  "rv  llr65'  counselor  of  Arlington  Tex. ;  Mrs.  Eva 

enjoyed  Chnsban I Ml™h.P  Marie  Dyke,  housewife,  teacher  and 

As  a  result  of  the  revival,  there  were  cfl  ,  .  v  ’  .  f  L  ..  ~  v  . 

spvpral  decisions  made  Dublic  in  the  student  Sector  from  Belton,  Tex.; 
several  decisions  made  puDiic  m  tne  John  Bramlett  former  professionai 

Rome  Baptist  Church  the  following  atMete  from  M  his^  and  Tate 

™«*"' a  sur*“n  *•  “» 
activities  have  been  started.  Medical  Center  in  Jackson. 

Alvin  Kina  pnfL  Students  forming  the  Steering 

A1V1I1  rvillg  CI1U&  Committee  for  the  week  are:  Ricky 

speculation  on  Harvey*  Jackson,  and  Phyliss 

\  Woodard,  Terry,  program ;  Ami  Duck, 

his  Competency  Gloster,  and  Bubba  Howell,  Jackson, 

DAINGERFIELD,  Texas  (BP)-  SmithviUe,  and  Debbie  Boland,  Cal- 
Alvin  Lee  King  III  ended  speculation  houn  City,  music;  Eddie  Mahaffey, 
world.  Founded  in  1944,  NRB  has  its  about  his  competency  to  stand  trial  for  Pearl,  and  Sharia  Kinsey,  Pine  Bluff, 
headquarters  in  the  New  York  met-  five  murders  jn  a  Texas  church  by  ap-  Ark.,  hospitality;  Sheree  Alexander, 
ropolitan  area  and  maintains  offices  in  parently  hanging  himself  with  a  towel  Clinton,  and  Steve  Burney,  Clinton, 
Washington,  D.  C.  ,  in  his  jail  cell  Jan.  19.  publicity;  Richard  Compere,  Terry, 

The  summit  conference  on  the  fam-  Eighteen  months  earlier,  King  and  Terri  Novay,  Memphis,  TN., 


Discipleship  Training  Workshop 
Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
March  15-19, 1982 

.  >.  •«  .JO  v  K»  -*•  -y*  •>.  ••  ■  >  DfS  DO  J  ft 

A  registration  fee  of  $50  is  required  to  cover  cost 
of  materials  provided'for  workshop  participants. 
Send  check  to  Kermit  S.  King,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205.  Workshop  begins  at  6:45  pan.  Monday 
and  concluded  at  noon  on  Friday. 


serve  - - -  -  _ 

November. 

Don  McGregor*  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  gave  an  account  of  the  post¬ 
age  rate  hike  in  January  such  as  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  editorial  on  page  four. 

The  committee  also  endorsed-  the 
pre-audit  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  convention  board  at 
the  end  of  1961. 

Felix  M.  Case,  80,  died  Jan.  24  at 
Haven  Hall  Nursing  Home,  Brookha- 
ven.  He  was  the  father  of  James  Case, 
interim  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto.  He  had  been  in 
failing  health  for  six  years.  Survivors 
include  his  wife,  Mrs.  Grace  Smith 
Case;  three  sons,  James  A.  Case, 
Howard  Case  of  Brookhaven,  and 
Demise  Case  of  Baker,  La.;  seven 
grandchildren;  one  great-grandchild. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  Friend¬ 
ship  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven, 
Jan.  26,  conducted  by  Wiley  Reid. 


will  open  Sunday 

1  i 

Another  24-bed  unit  for  new  mothers 
will  open  Sunday  at  Baptist  Memorial 
Hospital  East  to  meet  an  expanding 
demand  for  obstetrical  services, 
Maurice  W.  Elliott,  administrator, 
said. 

Addition  of  the  new  unit  brings  to  383 
the  beds  in  service  at  the  three-year- 
old  hospital  at  6019  Walnut  Grove 
Road  A 

The  hospital,  one  of  three  units 
Southern  Baptists  operate  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  will  have  a  bed  capacity  of  417 
when  all  are  put  in  service.  ’ 


PRICE  CORRECTION  NOTICE 

The  WMU  Home  Missions  Week  of  Prayer 
\  |  program  cover 

\  $5.00  per  hundred 

\  (Not  185.00  per  hundred  as  listed)  , 

\  plus  sales  tax  and  shipping  cost. 

Order  from  Baptist  Book  Store  Mail  Order  Center,  P.  O 


Box  161121,  Memphis,  TN  38166 


The  worst  of  men  often  give  the  best 
advice. 

Fools  rush  in  where  angels  wouldn’t 
even  send  a  calling  card. 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 


NoW  Available  to  Age  64  or  Older 

Guaranteed  Issue 

Policy  Effective  Immediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Benefits  for: 


BOLD 

PEOPLE 

SEARCH 

Is 

Coming ! 

i  October 
17-24, 
1982 

Call  The  Sunday  School 
Department 

n _ i •  a  *  *s  a  •  __  v _ i _ _ 


Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 

Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  490 >  s 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit, 


payable  in  or  out  of  hospital  <  Endorsement-130 » 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

(Endorsement-7I  —  Endorsement-93 ) 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(Endorsement-73) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Cqmpany 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency  ' 

P.O.  Box  26257,  Jackson,  MS  36261 

Nam* - — - - - - - a9* — — 

Street _ _ _ 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(801)  693-4451. 


Baptist  Building,  Jackson 
(601)  968-3895 


No  claim  form*  needed  after  SS  days 
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Editorials 


We’re  not  giving  up  on  postage 


Through  the  good  graces  of  Betty 

Anne  Bailey  of  the  Baptist  Record  of-  _  _ _ _ _ _  _ _ 

fice,  we  have  been  in  touch  with  the  Reagan  began  to  clamor  for  budget  again  this  year,  however, 


scheduled  for  July  of  1982,  postal  service  has  provided. 

In  the  summer  of  1961,  as  President  Before  we  raise  subscription  exists 

.  -.wearegejing 

cuts,  it  was  feared  momentarily  that  to  make  every  effort  to  get  the  phaskin 
step  16  would  be  forced  on  the  mailers  program  back  on  track.  If  we  must  in- 
as  of  Oct.  1.  Congress  refused  to  go  crease  subscription  rates  on  April  1, 
along,  however,  and  kept  the  phase-  subscribers  will  Irnow  we  have  done 
out  on  schedule.  In  fact,  we  were  of-  everything  we  know  to  do  to  avoid  it. 
fered  incentives  to  engage  in  more  The  House  appropriations  bill  would 
pre-sorting  of  the  mail ,  and  our  costs  not  move  us  all  the  way  back  to  step  10 

I  or  step  11- It  would  allow  us  to  roll  back 
prices  to  step  13,  however.  This  should 


(..WITH  WHOM  15 
MO  VARIABLE- 
iN£»,Ngl7>«  j 
k SHADOW  OF- J 

iTueNiws '  M 


rate  increase  that  was  announced  late 
in  December  is  the  result  of  an 
emergency  appropriations  bill  that 
was  passed  in  December  to  keep  the 
government  from  grinding  to  a  halt 
because  there  would  have  been  no 
money  appropriated  to  keep  it  going. 

The  emergency  arose  when  Presi-  second-class  material.  This  was  done 
dent  Reagan  vetoed  a  budget  that  had  because  it  was  felt  that  such  material 
been  passed  by  both  houses  of  Con-  was  of  such  service  to  citizens  of  the 
gress.  The  resulting  confusion  left  nation  that  such  a  subsidy  was  worth¬ 
budgetary  matters  in  complete  disar-  while.  Some  years  ago  the  old  Post  Of- 
ray  at  the  time  the  old  budget  ran  out  fice  Department  was  eliminated  as  a 
The  emergency  appropriation  that  cabinet  area  in  the  administration, 
was  passed  by  Congress  and  signed  by  and  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  was 
the  President  runs  out  March  31,  so  formed.  Congress  told  the  postal  ser- 
some thing  will  have  to  be  done  during  vice  it  would  have  to  try  to  pay  its  own 
the  intervening  time.  Hopefully,  the  way. 


these  men  have  assured  us  that  the 

matter  will  receive  an  hiring  and  that  _ _ o _ _ _ _ 

the  senator  is  sympathetic  concerning  actually  went  down.  During  the  "final 
the  need.  quarter  of  1981  we  set  up  pre-sorting  . 

For  125  years  the  government  has  that  allowed  us  to  mail  the  Baptist  Re-  allow  us  to  continue  to  mail  the  Baptist 

subsidized  the  mailing  of  nonprofit,  cord  at  2  cents  per  copy.  A  bit  later  we  Record  for  the  remainder  of  this  year 

were  able  to  get  50,000  of  the  130,000  without  any  further  increase  in  fcub- 

subscribers  on  a  pre-sort  that  cost  only  scription  rates. 

1  cent  per  copy.  Then  those  two  figures  Back  in  the  summer  we  were  writing 

were  lowered  to  1.9  cents  and  .9  of  a  many  people  who  were  involved  in 
cent.  postage  rates  to  express  our  feelihgs. 

AbouUthat  time  Congress  and  the  We  have  in  our  files  letters  from  a 
President  got  into  a  squabble  over  the  number  of  senators  expressing  their 
new  budget,  the  old  one  ran  out,  and  support  for  our  cause, 
somebody  got  hold  of  the  rug  and  The  postal  service  officials  are  qym- 
yanked  it.  .  pathetic.  We  have  talked  with  theln  in 

The  emergency  appropriations  bill  Washington  on  several  occasions. 

In  1971  the  postal  service  informed  required  to  keep  the  government  going  They  didn’t  want  to  put  through  the  big 

le  nonprofit,  second-class  mailers  left  us  out  in  the  cold  because  the  Se-  increase.  They  were  required  by  lgw  to 

at  they  would  have  to  pay  their  own  nate  had  failed  to  act.  do  so  because  there  was  no  money  ap- 

ay  eventually  and  devised  a  formula  Immediately,  without  warning,  the  propriated  to  do  otherwise.  If  it  is  ap- 

r  determining  what  that  would  be.  costs  were  increased  to  5.5  cents  per  propriated,  they  have  assured  us' that 

ow  accurate  the  formula  is,  of  copy  and  4.5  cents  per  copy  according  the  prices  will  be  rolled  back.  I 

iurse,  is  subject  to  question;  because  to  the  pre-sorting.  This  is  step  16.  The  ball  is  in  the  handsof  the  Senate, 

e  postman  is  delivering  the  mail  This  is  breaking  faith  on  a  promise  It  is  a  fact  that  at  this  point  Playboy 

tiether  those  pieces  are  mailed  or  and  an  agreement  made.  One  gets  to  magazine  is  mailed  to  its  subscru>ers 

»t.  Nevertheless,  a  16-step  phase-out  the  point  of  expecting  that  of  gov-  atlesscostperpiecethanistheBaptist 

ogram  was  established  to  allow  ernmental  operations,  but  it  is  no  more  Record.  The  commercial  second-class 

ose  mailers  to  get  to  the  point  of  palatable  because  of  the  expectations,  mailers  have  a  better  per  piooe  host¬ 

laying  their  own  way.”  It  began  in  The  Baptist  state  papers  want  to  pay  age  rate  than Jo  tne  nonprofits.  J 
71  and  was  to  end  in  1987.  That  is  the  their  own  way.  They  do  not  want  gov-  As  has  been  mentioned  before  also, 
ason  subscription  prices  have  con-  ernmental  subsidy.  It  has  been  men-  this  editor  is  president  of  the  Southern 

lued  to  go  up  each  year.  The  postage  tioned  before  that  the  Baptist  Stan-  Baptist  Press  Association,  the  najtion- 

tes  were  escalating.  In  1970  the  total  dard  in  Texas,  in  the  1960s,  wanted  to  wide  organization  of  Southern  Baiptist 

ailing  cost  for  the  Baptist  Record  eliminate  the  subsidy  and  was  not  al-  state  papers.  We  have  placed  the  post- 

is  probably  less  than  $20,000  per  lowed  to.  We  wish  we  knew  that  what  age  matter  on  the  agenda  for  discus- 

ar.  In  1981  it  was  almost  $170,000.  In  we  have  to  pay  would  be  only  our  own  sion  at  our  national  meeting  next 

ly  of  1981  we  hit  step  10.  Step  11  was  way.  but  we  accept  the  figures  that  the  month  in  Nevada. 
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His  leg  got  well,  and  he  began  to 
preach  every  chance  he  got,  at  mission 
preaching  points.  Before  the  Six  Day 
War  in  1967,  he  worked  in  the  Baptist 
Book  Store  in  Jerusalem,  Jordan. 
Anis  Shorrosh,  pastor  of  the 
Jerusalem  Baptist  Church  at  the  time, 
kept  singing  the  praises  of  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  and  Mississippi  College,  in 
America. 


Towfig  Batarseh 


at  to  fall  off  a  cliff.  Later,  with  the  help  of  scholarships, 

Now  the  pastor  of  Eastview  Baptist  Towfig  studied  in  those  schools.  A  spe- 
hurch,  Meridian,  Towfig  became  a  cial  Deb  Stennis  Fund  aided  him  at 
aturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  Clarke.  Owen  Gregory,  member  of 
>ur  years  ago.  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  paid 

He  was  born  at  Dibbine,  Jordan,  of  a  his  fare  to  the  U.S.  and  provided  a 
reek  Orthodox  family  <he  has  five  scholarship,  (in  memory  of  Gregory’s 
rothers  and  four  sisters).  In  his  15th  father),  at  MC.  Also  Towfig  preached 

;ar  he  fell  off  a  cliff,  broke  a  leg,  and  at  least  twice  a  month  all  during  his 

:rieusly  injured  a  knee  and  hip.  These  college  days.  While  at  New  Orleans 

juries  refused  to  heal.  For  months  Seminary  he  held  three  Louisiana  pas- 
le  boy  lay  around,  not  getting  well,  torates. 

nee  a  month,  WillianvO.  Hern,  I"  1975  he  returned  to  Jordan  to  be 

luthern  Baptist  missionary,  visited  pastor  of  Ajloun  Baptist  Church  for 

lat  village,  to  preach-  Thus  he  heard  years. 

Towfig’s  troubles,  went  to  see  him,  Four  years  ago  he  accepted  the  pas- 
id  took  him  to  the  Baptist  Hospital  at  torate  of  Eastview.  Because  of  the 
jloun.  church’s  situation  in  a  changing 

In  the  hospital  men’s  ward,  Fahad  'neighborhood,  members  were  unde¬ 
cided  whether  to  sell  the  building  and 
disband,  or  to  relocate.  But  they 
stayed.  Now  the  church  is  very  much 
alive,  and  has  grown  from  29  to  60  resi- 


Roy  Honeycutt  elected 


State  gilts  to  missions 
drop  below  month’s  budget 


Succeed  Duke  McCall 


The  Cooperative  Program  gifts 
from  the  churches  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  went  over  one 
million  dollars  in  January  but  fell 


same  month  of  1981.  In  1961  January 
ended  on  Saturday. 

The  budget  for  1982  is  $13,920,500, 
meaning  the  pro  rata  portion  for  one 
month  would  be  $1,160,042. 

“It  is  a  bit  discouraging  to  begin  the 
first  month  below  the  budget  and  be¬ 
hind  last  year,"  Kellysaid.  “But  due  to 
the  way  the  month  ended  it  possibly 
was  a  very  good  beginning.  Only  time 
will  tell  as  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
the  missions  gifts  to  adjust  them¬ 
selves.  It  is  significant  that  February 
also  ends  on  Sunday. 

“This  will  be  a  critical  year,”  he 
continued 


short  of  the  budget  goal  for  one  month 
by  $80,490,  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  Earl  Kelly 


executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

“It  is  a  factor  always  in  missions 
giving  by  the  churches  when  the  month 
ends  on  Sunday  or  Monday.  There  are 


mah,  Witness  Under  pres-  Karmott,  a  Jordanian  lay  preacher, 
the  1982  January  Bible  study  delivered  a  gospel  message  one  day 
“  *  ;rous  during  a  devotional  period.  He  told  the 

[  ■  j  story  of  Jesus’  raising  Lazarus  from 

LVe,  the  dead.  Towfig,  lying  in  bed  listen-  dent  members  (Sunday  School  from  35 

r first  <ng.  was  thinking,  “If  Jesus  could  do  to  60).  Their  pastor  likes  to  fish  and 

that  for  Lazarus,  surely  he  would  be  ,ast  fall,  hunting  with  a  deacon,  he  su¬ 
able  to  help  me.’!  Karmott  saw  the  led  a  deer. 

gleam  of  interest  in  the  boy’s  large  The  Batarsehs  live  at  5114  B-Place, 
dark  eyes.  Later  he  returned  to  talk  Meridian,  with  their  two  boys,  David, 
privately,  and  Towfig  accepted  Christ  8,  and  Jonathan,  7.  He  met  her  (Pat- 
as  his  savior.  “I  knew  a  feeling  of  joy  ricia  McDill  of  Union,  Miss.j  at  MC; 
I’d  not  known  before.  I  knew  I  had  gone  they  married  in  1971 . 

Ithe  through  an  unusual  experience.”  By-  The  day  I  drove  over  to  see  them  the 
dish  fore  thed,  he  had  been  only  a  nominal  sunshine  was  intensely  bright— as 

[j  in-  Christian,  he  said.  bright  as  Towfig’s  future  became— 

ram  Ten  months  more  he  wore  a  cast.  He  when  once  he  fell  off  a  cliff. 

1  for  would  be  in  the  hospital  two  nionths,  at  i  ,  _ 

it  at  home  two  months,  back  and,  forth  lor 
two  years.  “During  this  time  1  began  to 


many  churches  that  do  not  get  thefr 
gifts  in  for  the  month,"  said  Kelly. 

The  total  for  January  of  1982>  of 
$1,076,552  was  $46,085  less  than  for  the 


It  is  a  pivotal  year  in  odr 
bold  missions  effort,  and  the  slow 
down  in  the  economy  will  provide  a 
challenge.  We  must  do  our  best,  how¬ 
ever,  to  reach  the  lost  masses  of  the 
world  and  here  at  home.”  ' 


Gum  Grove  WMU 


E.  L.  Herring 
dies  in  Jackson 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

The  women  asked  Mary  to  lead  a  Bible 
study  atihe  meetings,  and  she  chose  to 
use  the  Bible  study  material  in  Royal 
Service  magazine. 

After  meeting  for  fouF  months  of 
“Show  and  Tell,”  thfe  women  decided 
to  begin  a  Baptist  Women  group.  In  presented  a  program  about  lottie 
September  a  WMU  director  was  Moon  during  a  Wednesday  bight 
elected  and  officers  for  Baptist  prayer  service. 

Women  were  chosen.  Officers  partici-  Mrs.  Mary  Smith,  the  pastor’,  wife, 
pated  in  training  sessions  offered  by  says,  “We  had  about  eight  ladie^tour 
the  associational  WMU.  ,  “Show  and  Tell”  group,  and  oufBap- 

Although  there  had  been  no  WMU  tist  Women  group  has  grown  tc®n  at- 
work  in  Gum  Grove  for  several  yeari,  tendance  at  12.  Eight  girls  are  active  in 


E.  L.  Herring,  1000  East  Northside 
Drive,  Jackson,  died  at  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center  early  Sunday 
morning,  Jan.  31,  after  a  brief  illness. 

Born  in  McCall,  July  10,  1904,  Her¬ 
ring  was  a  graduate  of  Franklin 
County  Agricultural  High  School,  and 
Soule  Business  College. 

His  professional  career  included  20 
years  as  accountant  for  Mississippi 
Power  &  Light,  and  15  years  as  church 
administrator  for  Jackson,  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  He  concluded  his  career 
as  owner  and  manager  of  the  Men¬ 
denhall  Marble  and  Granite  Company. 

Herring  served  as  deacon  for  38 
years  in  Baptist  churches  where  he 
held  membership.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

His  service  to  Mississippi  Baptists 
included;  former  member  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
and  former  trustee  of  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminary.  He  was  currently  serv¬ 
ing  in  his  Uth  year  as  a  trustee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  He 
has  served  as  president,  vice  presi- 
and  Executive  Committee 


Carey  business 
school  under 
new  leadership 


(If  you  stayed  away  from  the  public  >■ 

school  then  for  more  than  a  few  BT  JH  Jm 

months,  you  could  not  re-enter— and 

he’d  been  out  for  two  years.)  <  *  ^^B 

After  six  months  of  studying  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  he  again  talked  writh  Fahad,  who  ' 

said,  “I’ll  pray,  and  ask  others  to  pray  Br  ,  |g|||||||k 

that  yoU  will  know  What  God  wants  you  ■  J.  Bp|if 

to  do.  "This  inner  feeling  of  the  young  ■  BSp® 

man  Fahad  treated  as  a  matter  of  im-  ■  B§8|| 

portanqe. ,  ,  •  ^^B 

At  the  same  time  that  Towfig  was 
wondering  what  to  do  next,  Southern  j  v  , 

Baptists  were  planning  to  open  a  new  p 

school  for  boys  and  to  add  7th,  8th,  and  7 

9thgrades,  which  he  would  need.  When 

he  found  out  about  this  at  age  17,  he  Towfig  Batarseh  looks  at  a  Roman 
said,  “j  can’t  go.  I  don’t  have  money.”  coin  which  bears  the  picture  of  Con- 
Missionaries  offered  him  a  job  clean-  stantine  and  dates  back  to  the  fourth 
ing  rooms  at  the  school ;  he  accepted  to  century  B.  C.  He  obtained  the  coin  in 
I.  Jordan. 


William  Carey  College’s  School  of 
Business  is  under  new  leadership  this 
semester,  according  to  Carey  Presi¬ 
dent  Ralph  Noonkester. 

F.  Edwin  Weldon  assumed  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  dean  of  the  school  on  Jan.  1. 
Weldon  had  accepted  the  position  last 
fall,  but  asked  to  complete  the  semes¬ 
ter  as  professor  of  business  at  Al¬ 
legany  Community  College  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  Md. 

The  Carey  position  was  left  open  late 
last  summer  when  Jerry  King  left  to 
join  the  faculty  of  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University. 

Weldon  earned  the  bachelor  of  sci¬ 
ence  in  commerce  at  The  Citadel ;  the 
master  of  science  in  personnel  ad¬ 
ministration  and  industrial  relations 
from  Columbia  University;  and  the 
Ph.D.  in  economics  educatioh  from 
Florida  State  University. 

He  also  holds  the  master  of  religious 
education  and  the  bachelor  of  church 
music  from  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 

Weldon  is  a  widower  with  two 
children— Frank,  a  student  at  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Seminary,  and  Tam¬ 
ara,  a  graduate  student  at  Western 
Carolina  in  Asheville,  N.C. 


finish  high  school 


dent 

member  of  the  Foundation. 

Herring  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Hilda  Ingels  Herring,  Jackson;  a  son, 
James  E.  Herring,  Grass  Lake,  Mich. ; 
three  sisters  ,  two  brothers. 


Letters 


Baptist  Book  Store  hours  opening  at  9 .30.  Closing  is  at  5  p:m.  The  money  and  fantastic  prizes. 

r  >  store  is  open  from  9:30  a.m.  ty  5  p.m.  For  years  businesses  have  spon- 

Editor:  six  days  per  week.  The  employees  ob-  sored  Bingo  games,  drawings  and 

I  appreciate  the  ministry  and  work  viously  take  an  hour  for  lunch,  but  the  jackpots  as  advertising  gimmicks, 

of  the  Baptist  Book  Stores  in  our  state,  store  doesn’t  close.  The  Bapt(tt  Book  Many  of  us  are  stormed  with  re- 
However,  I  would  suggest  that  as  a  Store  in  downtown  Jackson  cl  jses  at  5  quests  from  civic  organizations,  pri- 
service  to  all  the  people  of  Mississippi  p.m.  because  all  Baptist  Boo  Stores  vate  schools  (and  occasionally 
that  they  maintain  better  store  hours  close  then  and  because  of  J^curity  churches)  to  purchase  raffle  tickets 
than  they  do  at  present.  Open  a  store  at  risks  in  staying  open  later.  ’Me  life-  for  some  “good  cause.”  1 
9:30  a  m.  is  not  exactly  an  early  hour.  way  Book  Store  in  Jackson  ism a  mall  Let’s  be  honest.  In  principle  this  is 
It  would  help  ‘‘country’’  folk,  who  and  is  open  until  9:30  p.m.  b^feuse  of  nothing  but  gambling.  FeAby  our  de¬ 
drive  sometimes  a  100  miles,  for  the  that.  It  doesn’t  open  until  10  Jim.- for  sire  to  get  something  for  nothing  we 
stores  to  open  early  (say  8  a.m. )  and  the  same  reason.  Gambrel)  expressed  are  conditioning  our  minds  to  accept 
close  late.  (I  realize  that  the  Lifeway  appreciation  for  the  inquiry  and  in-  gambling.  So  we  buy  the  tickets  and 


If  we  can  maintain  a  sense  of  moral¬ 
ity  in  this  crazy  world  and  don’t  panic 
because  times  are  hard,  maybe,  just 
maybe,  we  can  get  through  it  all  with¬ 
out  the  smell  of  the  sewer  on  our  hands. 

Let’s  begin  at  the  mailbox.  Put  the 
trash  where  it  belongs.  Say  “no !  thank 
you”  at  the  grocery  store  and  offer  to 
make  a  contribution  to  any  good  cause 
without  expecting  something  in  re¬ 
turn. 

Floyd  F.  Higgenbotham 

Bates  ville 


Pearl  River 
elects  Rhodes 
program  director 


History  of  Hepzibah 

Editor:  ‘ 

The  Hepzibah  Baptist  Church  of 
Lawrence  County  announces  that  it  is 
now  taking  orders  for  the  recently 
completed  church  history.  There  is  no 
charge  for  this  history,  but  the  church 
will  accept  donations  for  printing  cost. 
Any  one  who  wishes  to  have  a  copy 
may  call  601-886-7084  after4p.m  daily 
or  write  Mrs.  Larry  Speights,  Rt.  1, 
Box  149,  Silver  Creek,  Miss.  39663.  The 
deadline  for  ordering  is  Feb.  15, 1962. 

The  History  Comnyttee 


Just  for  the  Record 


Mr*.  Lyla  Miller  has  received  a  pin 
for  21  years  of  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  at  the  Pearson  Baptist 
Church  in  Pearl. 
She  has  been  direc- 
tor  of  Children  First 
Grade  Class  for  all 
'£y*/JHEof  these  years 
■L  JP  •  Emerson  Tedder  is 

*  ||t pastor  and  Bennie 
McBride  is  minister 
education 


New  Prospect  Baptist  Church, 
Brookhaven 


min  County,  surpas¬ 
sed  its  Lottie  Moott-Offering  Goal  of 
$1,300.00.  The  WMU  led  in  churchwide 
observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer,  and 
the  goal  was  met  and  passed  on  the 
target  date,  with  an  offering  of 
$1,538.96.  Paul  Parker  is  interim  pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  George  Ferrell  is  WMU  di¬ 
rector. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Al. -The  United 
States’  growing  ethnic  diversity  is  re¬ 
flected  in  this  year’s  Week  of  Prayer 
for  Home  Missions  theme— “The 
World  Is  Here.”  „ 

During  the  week  Of  prayer,  which 
will  be  observed  March  7-14,  the  spot- 
Carolyn  Chaffin,  a  resident  of  the  light  will  fall  on  Southern  Baptists’ 
Farrow  Manor  campus  of  The  Baptist  witness  to  approximately  40  million 
Hickory  Flat  Baptist  Church,  Hie-  children’s  Village,  has  been  selected  Americans  who  belong  to  language- 
»ry  Flat,  has  surpassed  its  $2,500.00  for  inclusion  in  the  18th  annual  edition  ethnic  groups  in  America.  ! 
jal  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of-  of  yyho’s  Who  Among  American  High  “This  year’s  theme  is  especially  ap- 
■rinjg.  The  church  gave  $3,288.00,  ac-  Schooi  students.  This  is  in  recognition  propriate,”  said  William  G.  Tanner, 
jrding  to  Philip  Caples,  pastor.  of  her  achievements  as  a  student  at  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

Independence  High  School,  Indepen-  “The  Home  Mission  Board  sponsors 
dence.  Miss. ,  where  she  is  a  junior  and  missions  work  with  more  than  70  lan- 
a  member  of  the  Beta  Club.  She  is  a  guage,  ethnic,  and  international 
4 .  X  member  of  Mi.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  groups  who  are  living  in  our  midst.” 


mately  half  the  total  income  the 
agency  receives  each  year,”  said 
Tanner.  [ 

“The  entire  amount  received 
though  the  offering  goes  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  to  support  the  work  of  our 
3^097  missionaries,”  he  said. 

“This  year’s  offering  will  increase 
the  language-ethnic  potential  of  home 
missions,”  said  Carolyn  Weatherford, 
executive  director  of  WMU,  SBC. 
“World  missions  begins  at  home.  The 
world  is  here.” 

The  offering  is  named  in  honor,  of 
Annie  Armstrong,  first  corresponding 
secretary  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Un¬ 
ion. 

During  Miss  Armstrong’s  tenure , 
she  was  a  driving  force  in  mobilizing 
Southern  Baptists  to  support  home 
missions.  It  was  she  who  led  Southern 
The  week  of  prayer  observance  will  j  Baptists  in  setting  aside  the  weeks  of 
culminate  in  the  collection  of  the  Annie  prayer  and  the  special  offerings  for 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  Home  both  home  and  foreign  missionaries. 


INDIAN  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Perry  Association,  recently  held  a  note  burn¬ 
ing  celebration.  The  church  has  paid  off  the  debt  on  its  building  several  years  ahead 
of  schedule.  Trustees  are  Miles  McMahan,  Roscoe  Thornton,  and  Marion  Wlgley. 
James  Shoemake  is  pastor. 

Society  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Jeff) 

Davis  County,  held  Missionary  Ap¬ 
preciation  Day  recently,  honoring 
■MMpHHHMMary  Frank 
jBp^^X^HKirkpatriek,  mis- 
m  ^[fls&onary  to  Nigeria 

■ke  ,  ^Band  Liberia  for  over 
*J^20  years.  On  leave 
of  absence  because 
Vof  her  mother’s  ill 
Safe  health,  she  resides 

in  Noxapater.  Ray 
PP7  miPi  Henry,  Society  Hill 
Kirkpatrick  pastor,  said,  “It  is  a 
privilege  to  have  such  outstanding 
spiritual  giants  as  Miss  Kirkpatrick 
representing  our  Lord  Jesus  and 
Southern  Baptists  on  foreign  fields.” 

Twenty  volunteer  mission  workers 
were  also  recognized;  they  have  been 
on  home  mission  trips,  to  Missouri, 

California,  Wyoming,  and/or  Arizona. 

Pastors  and  laymen  from  Society 
Hill  Baptist  Churth,  Prentiss  Church. 

Shady  Grove  Church,  Lucedale.  and 
one  layman  from  Perry  County  will  go 
to  Mendoza,  Argentina,  March  6-19  to 
be  involved  with  evangelistic  and  con¬ 
struction  projects. 


First  Baptist  Church,  Florence  has 
called  Tom  Rayburn  as  pastor;  he  is 
beginning  his  duties  there  this  week. 

B  Rayburn,  a  native 
of  Meridian,  has 
-been  pastor  at  First 
Church,  Booneville, 
since  1968,  and  prior 
to  that  was  pastor  at 
Second  Avenue 
Church,  Laurel.  He 
is  a  graduate  of 
Meridian  Junior 
Rayburn.  College,  Bob  Jones 
University,  Snd  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary.  Rayburn  and  his  wife  Mary  have 


Clyde  B.  Little  has  resignedfthe  pas¬ 
torate  of  Forest  Baptist  Church  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  pastorate  of  Bay  Vista  Baptist 


ACTEENS  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Copiah  County,  used  "Jesus,  You  Light  Up  My 
Life,"  as  the  theme  of  their  recent  recognition  service.  Girls  honored  included  back 
row.  left  to  right:  Pam  Cagle,  Connie  Roberts.  Judy  Rushing,  and  Tammy  Barnett, 
Queens;  front  row.  left  to  right,  Hope  Freeman,  Queen-Regent-in-Service  and 
Service-Aide:  Bethany  Pickett,  Queen-with-a-Scepter  and  Queen  Regent-in-Service 
steps  Sallie  James.  Felicia  McLendon,  and  Hayley  Freeman,  Queens-Regent. 


Church,  Biloxi.  Be- 
fore  going  to  Forest 
■Ein  1972,  he  was  pas- 
WK  L*  Jmm  tor  of  First  Baptist 
T-r  •  f*®HChurch,  Holly 
-  1  MB  Springs.  Little, 

HI.  born  in  Simpson 

W  -|  Jjr  f!  County,  grew  up  in 

Jackson.  He  is  a 
HHI  graduate  of  Missis- 
Little  sippi  College  and 

New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  and  his 
wife  Maxine  have  two  daughters, 
Vicki  and  Kathy.  In  1972  he  served  as 
second  vice  president  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  and  later  as 
trustee  of  Blue  Mountain  College. 

Tim  Searcy  has  been  called  as  as¬ 
sociated  the  pastor  at  Gulf  Gardens 
Church,  Gulf  Coast  Association.  His 
wife  Brenda  will  serve  the  church  as 
minister  of  music.  Both  are  students  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and  are  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky.  ’  , 

Trinity  Church,  Clay.  County,  tas 
called  Don  Wilson  Mpastor?-” 


Dwight  R.  Massengill,  pajstor  of 
Powhatan  Baptist  Church,  Powhatan 
Point,  Ohio,  has  been  nominated  by  the 
U.S.  Jaycees  as  one 
of  the  Outstanding 
Young  Men 

SL,  America  for  1981. 

i  f  Massengill  i  is  a 

f  -  graduate  of:  South- 


three  daughters,  Susan,  Ann,  and 
Melanie.  He  has  served  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Baptist  Foundation  and  of  William 
Carey  College. 


iKf"'""  western  Seminary, 
J^^#WFort  Worth, 
^ and  Blue  Mountain 
■W-  X  iHicollege,  Blue 
Massengill  Mountain,  j  Miss, 
and  also  has  a  degree  from  Northeast 
Mississippi  Junior  College  inf  diesel 
mechanics.  He  has  served  as  Home 
Mission  Board  missionary  at  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  Hr.  and 
Mrs.  Raymond  Massengill,  Tigazi, 


Hernando  Baptist  Church  (Northwest) 
recognized  the  laymen  of  the  church  on 
Jan.  24.  Jimmy  Garrison,  layman  from 
Memphis,  was  morning  speaker.  Billy 
Cozart  was  given  a  plaque  and  named 
1981  Layman  of  the  Year  Left  to  right 
Gerald  Riales.  Sunday  School  director; 
Garrison;  and  Cozart.  W  E.  Corkem  is 
pastor.  , 


Ray  Walters,  pastor  of  the  West  End 
Baptist  Church,  West  Point,  has 
resigned  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the 
Carmel  Baptist  Church,  Meridian. 


BOGUE  CHITTO  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  PIKE  COUNTY,  burned  a  note  for  $44,000  on 
Dec.  20.  The  money  was  spent  for  bricking  the  church  and  adding  two  rooms  to  the 
front  of  the  auditorium.  Left  to  right  are  Albert  Wilkerson,  pastor;  Ted  Thompson, 
deacon;  Tommy  Roberts,  chairman  of  deacons,  and  Sammy  Magee,  deacon.  The 
a  new  education  bonding.  ^ 


,  First  Church,  Lextagtoi 

.Micha#.P’gr\?.!l.»f  DjfcV 


church  is  now  build  mg 


Living  memorials 

Among  other  high  compliments  af-  the  donor  att 
forded  our  child  care  mission,  is  the  a  convenient 
increasing  practice  of  individuals  who  pared  for  us 
choose  the  needs  of  our  boys  and  girls1  future  occasi 
as  an  appropriate  medium  through  The  Villagi 
which  to  honor  the  lives  and  influence  ,  ip  being  giv 
of  their  friends  and  loved  ones.  Most  ticipating  in 
frequently,  the  practice  involves  gifts  believe,  uni 
OLL.  as  compared  to  a  total  of  364  in  of  respect  to  deceased  persons  but  oc-  pressions  of 
!e  previous  year  casionally  The  Village’s  MEMORIAL  bute.Ifyoul 

B  A  total  of  1,566  Mississippi  Baptist  FUND  is  favored  with  a  gift  of  honor  -  RIAL  FUNE 
lurches  made  a  designated  cash  gift  A  LIVING  MEMORIAL  -  to  a  living  have  forth 
i  some  amount  to  The  Children’s  Vil-  person.  memorials 

ige  during  1981,  as  compared  to  1,532  Each  January,  we  re-examine  and 
.non  review  receipts  to  our  MEMORIAL  J  116  C 


Snow  brought 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

FROM 

Hr  j^AptUt  CftiWreit!*  Village 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


P.  O.  Box  11308 


not  just  in  name  only!  As  an  interest¬ 
ing  feature  of  our  January  1  evalua¬ 
tion,  we  prepare  a  listing  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  churches  which,  as 
church  organizations,  contributed  or  more  during  1981,  as  compared  to  »i 
$300.00  or  more,  in  designated,  cash  different  churches  giving  at  this  level 
gifts,  to  the  Village’s  mission  ministry,  during  1980. 

during  the  preceding  year.  D.  Stated  in  percentages,  cash  gifts 

Believing  that  selected  sections  of  from  organized  church  sources  which 
this  report  of  “Honor  Roll  of  we  received  during  1981  amounted I  to 
Churches,”  which  we  prepare  for  the  38  percent  of  our  total  receipts  in  the 
private  information  of  our  Board  of  case  of  designated,  cash  gift,  and  16 
Trustees,  will  be  of  great  interest  to  percent  of  total  receipts,  in  the  case  of 
the  readers  of  these  columns ;  with  our  Cooperative  Program  allocation, 
gratitude,  we  share  below  some  finan-  Therefore,  54  percent  of  all  cash 
cial -facts  about  calendar  year  1981  gifts  received  by  The  Childrens  ViL 
with  bur  friends  everywhere.  lage  in  1981  originated  with  Mississ  pp 

Remember  that  this  report  is  based  Baptist  churches  through  the 

upon  gifts  received  in  our  offices  dur-  ganized  group  action  of  those 
ing  calendar  year  1981,  and  has  been  churches!  (Obviously,  the  major 
taken  from  our  bookkeeping  records  share  of  designated  gifts  receiver: 


flightless  birds  in  need  of  our  (rescue) 


. . .  and  tons  of  fun!  '  j 

Admission  of  children 

At  least  once  each  year  we  use  this  concern  to  Mississippi  Baptists.  You 
space  to  remind  friends  that  we  exist  support  us  and  make  our  ministry  pos- 
to  serve  the  needs  of  neglected  and  de-  sible,  and  we  want  you  to  know  how  to 
pendent  children,  and  their  families  make  our  service  available  to  those 
who  are  in  crisis  situations,  especially  you  know  who  need  it. 
those  who  are  of  personal  interest  and  Final  decisions  admitting  children 

or  young  people  to  the  care  and  cus- 
♦rvfv  nf  ahv  Village  facility  are  made  in 


79.  FBC,  Taylorsville,  Smith  Assn. 

80.  Oakland,  Alcorn  Assn.  t 

81.  Union,  Clarke  Assn. 

82.  North  Winona,  Montgomery 

83.  Harmony,  Winston  Assn,  f 

84.  (Temple  Petal,  Lebanon  Assn. 

85.  FBC,  Brookhaven,  Lincoln  Assn 

86.  FBC,  Florence-Rankin  As$n. 

87.  Mofgaqtpwar^d^ms  Assn.! 

88.  Ridgecrest,  Hinds-Mad.  Asfcn. 

89.  Williamsville,  Attala  Assn.j 

90.  Tate  Street,  Alcorn  Assn.  J  J 


51.  Collins,  Covington  Assn. 

52.  Oma,  Lawrence  Assn. 

53.  Immanuel,  Lamar  Assn. 

54.  FBC,  Indianola,  Sunflower  Assn. 

55.  Noxapater,  Winston  Assn. 

56.  FBC,  Clinton,  Hinds-Mad.  Assn. 

57.  FBC,  Amory,  Monroe  Assn. 

58.  Hillcrest,  Hinds-Mad.  Assn. 

59.  FBC,  Coffeevilld,  Yalobusha 

60.  Main, Street,  Lebanon  Assn. 

61.  FBC,  Leland,  Washington  Assn. 

62.  Oak  Forest,  Hinds-Madison 

63.  East  Fork,  Mississippi  Assn. 

64.  FBC,  Itta  Bena,  Leflore  Assn. 

65.  FBC,  Fulton,  Itawamba  Assn. 

66.  Concord,  Rankin  Assn. 

67.  Alta  Woods,  Hinds-Madison 

68.  FBC,  Calhoun  City,  Calhoun 

69.  Fellowship,  Lauderdale  Assn. 

70.  FBC,  Leakesville,  Greene  Assn. 

71.  Woodland  Hills,  Hinds-Mad. 

72.  FBC,  Natchez,  Adams  Assn. 

73.  FBC,  Columbus,  Lowndes  Assn. 

74.  Crowder,  Quitman  Assn. 

75.  FBC,  Greenwood,  Leflore  Assn. 

76.  FBC,  Hattiesburg,  Lebanon 

77.  FBC,  Pascagoula,  Jackson  Assn 

78.  Unitv,  Pearl  River  Assn. 


26.  Harrisburg,  Lee  Assn. 

27.  Midway,  Jackson,  Hinds- 

Madison  Assn. 

28  FBC,  Anguilla,  Sharkey-Issaq. 

29  Providence,  Bolivar  Assn. 

30.  Lyman,  Gulf  Coast  Assn. 

31.  Beulah,  Simpson  Assn. 

32.  Macedonia,  Union  County  Assn. 

33.  Temple,  Hattiesburg.  Lebanon 

34.  FBC,  Tupelo,  Lee  Assn. 

35.  Gray’s  Creek,  Northwest  Assn. 
36  Taylor,  LaFayette  Assn. 

37.  Meadville,  Franklin  Assn. 

38.  FBC,  Brandon,  Rankin  Assn 

39.  FBC.  Rolling  Fork,  Sharkey  -  Is- 
saq.  Assn. 

40.  Raymond,  Hinds  -  Madison  Assn. 

41.  Oakvale,  Lawrence  Assn. 

42.  FBC,  Meridian,  Lauderdale 
\  43.  Buckatunna,  Clarke  Assn. 

44  FBC,  Starkville,  Oktibbeha  Assn. 

45.  Macedonia,  Lee  Assn. 

46.  Shiloh.  Calhoun  Assn. 

47.  FBC.  Olive  Branch,  Northwest 

48.  Roxie,  Franklin  Assn. 

49.  FBC.  Corinth,  Alcorn  Assn. 

50  Edna,  Marion  Assn. 


Representatives  of  tjhildren  or 
families  in  need  of  a  child  care  service 
lare  invited  to  write  or  telephone:  Mrs. 
Peggy  S.  Taylor,  Social  Service  Coor¬ 
dinator,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil- 

!age.  She  may  be  addressed  at  Box 
1308,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  39213  or 
elephoned  at  922-2242. 


3.  FBC,  Water  Valley,  Yalobusha 

4.  FBC^Greenyille,  Washington 

5.  Lake  Washington,  Washington 

6.  FBC,  Louisville,  Winston  Assn 

7.  Morrison  Hgts..  Clinton,  Hinds- 
Madison  Assn.  [ 

8.  Rolling  Credk,  Clarke  Assn. 

9.  FBC,  Aberdeen,  Monroe  Assn 

10.  FBC.  Holiqndale,  Washington 

11.  Forest,  Scott  Assn 

12.  FBC,  Summit.  Pike  Assn 

13.  Parkway,  Hinds-Madison  Assn 

14.  Mt.  Zion.  Northwest  Assn. 

15  FBC.  Crystal  Springs,  Copiah 
16.  FBC.  Winc^ia.  Montgomery 
17  FBC.  Gulfport,  Gulf  Coast  Assn 

18.  FBC.  McComb,  Pike  Assn 

19.  FBC,  Grenada,  Grenada  Assn 
2o'  Richton.  Perry  Assn. 

21.  Liberty,  Mississippi  Assn 

22.  Briarwood Drive,  Hinds-Madison 
Jackson,  Hinds- 


Information,  applications,  and  Tre¬ 
ated  papers  will  be  furnished  on  re¬ 
quest  and  a  Village  social  case  worker 


will  be  promptly  assigned  to  work  with 
the  family  of  applicants  for  admission. 


91.  Pearson,  Rankin  Assn.  < 

92.  Ephesus,  Scott  Assn. 

93.  Midway,  Lauderdale  Assn 

94.  Central,  Pike  Assn.  ; 

95.  Morgan  Chapel,  Oktibbeh;  •/ 

96.  FBC,  Poplarville,  Pearl  FtWer 

97.  FBC,  Morton,  Scott  Assn.g 

98.  Crestview,  Lebanon  Assn.® 

99.  New  Bethel,  Dennis.  % 

100.  FBC,  Purvis,  Lamar  Assn. 

101.  Calvary,  Clay  Assn. 

102.  Hathorn,  Jeff  Davis  Assm 

103.  Mathiston,  Webster  Assn.) 

104.  Banner.  Calhoun  Assn.  ■; 

105.  FBC.  Long  Beach.  Gulf  Cpast 


We  require  endorsing  approval  of  a, 
Southern  Baptist  church  in  Mississippi 
on  each  application  for  admission 
which  must  be  signed  by  the  parent  or 
other  individual  having  legal  custody 
of  the  applicant/child.  The  Village  re¬ 
serves  the  right  to  require  court- 
ordered  custody  in  appropriate  cases, 
together  with  the  right  to  place  the 
Admitted  child  in  any  Village  facility. 

Complete  information  is  available 


23.  Calvary 
Madison  Assn. 

24.  FBC,  Lauj 

25.  FBC.  Batfl 


"J  “Pete”  Evans  W.  Kelly  Pyron, 
Meridian  Natchez 


•el,  Jones  Assn, 
isville,  Panola  Assn 


Thursday,  February  4.  1982 
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Pleasant  Grove  Two  charged 
giving  act 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  IBP)— 
Louisville  police  have  charged  two 
young  men  \fith  arson  and  burglary  in 
connection  with  the  Jan.  10  fire  that 
destroyed  St.  Matthews  Baptist 
Church  sanctuary. 

Warren  R.  fimrich,  20,  and  a  17- 
year-old  friend,  were  arrested  Jan.  13 
by  seven  officers  at  Emrich’s  home, 
one  block  from  the  church  that  suf¬ 
fered  more  than  (3  million  damage. 
Police  were  led  to  Emrich’s  home 
a  BYW  through  wire  taps  in  the  telephone  of 
a  neighbor,  who  for  four  years  had  en¬ 
dured  harrassment  in  his  quiet,  pro¬ 
fessional  St.  Matthew’s  neighborhood. 

Richard  Seadler  and  his  family  en¬ 
dured  death  threats,  attempts  to  run 
them  down  with  an  automobile,  cut 
telephone  lines,  non-existent  fires 
being  reported  at  their  address,  bed¬ 
room  windows  shot  out,  and  obscene 
phone  calls. 

Finally,  after  several  unexplained 
. fires  in  the  neighborhood  in  October, 
showed  a  film  on  the  life  of  Lottie  arson  investigators  asked  the  Sead- 
Moon.  They^also  promoted  the  foreign  jers>  help  by  letting  their  phone  be  tap- 
—  i.t  i  ped.  They  obliged,  according  to  infor¬ 

mation  in  the  Louisville  Courier- 
| Journal,  happy  their  numerous  com¬ 
plaints  were  being  taken  seriously. 

The  taps  led  to  Emrich’s  home, 
where  police  waited  three  hours  out¬ 
side  until  Emrich’s  father  came  home 
from  work.  The  son  was  found  hiding 
under  a  bed.  The  17-year-old  had  bur¬ 
rowed  beneath  a  pile  of  clothes  in  the 
hall.  A  stereo's tolen  from  the  church 
the  day  of  the  fire  was  found  in  the 
house. 

'  “It’s  a  sad  thing,”  said  Ruben  Swint, 
associate  pastor  at  the  church. 
“There’s  some  relief  that  we  know  the 
calise,  the  answer,  but  it’s  a  sad  ans¬ 
wer.” 

Emrich  also  was  charged  Jan.  13  in  a 
Thanksgiving  day  burglary  at  the 
church  and  is  being  held  in  lieu  of 
$50,000  cash  bond.  The  17-year-old, 
who  is  known  to  have  attended  St. 
Matthews  on  occasion,  is  in  the 
juvenile  detention  center.  * 


By  Beverly  Drane  nal.  The  giant  page  contained  the 

and  Gerald  O’Dom  words  and  music  to  the  chorus  of  one  of 

Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church  Lottie  Moon’s  favorite  hymns,  “Sim- 
( Wayne  County)  experienced  the  real-  ply  Trusting  Every  Day/’  The  struc- 
ity  of  “cooperative”  mission  support  ture  was  mounted  on  the  wall  behind 
during  the  W eek  of  Prayer  for  F oreign  the  choir  loft.  Each  musical  note  of  the 
Missions.  melody  line  represented  $50.00  toward 

WMU  Director  Lurline  Pryor  asked 
recently  formed  BYW  and  Baptist 
Men  organizations  to  assist  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  emphasis.  By  the  time  Foreign 
Mission  Week  was  in  full  swing,  every 
mission  organization  was  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  effort. 


declares  himself 


By  Howard  E.  Spell,  Clinton 
Matthew  21:1-22 

With  this  lesson  we  begin  a  new  unit : 
‘The  Kingdom's  Triumph  An¬ 
nounced."  Last  October  the  first  unit 
in  this  study  of  thf  Gospel  According  to 
Matthew  began  with  the  "Dawning  of 
the  Kingdom”  ^nd  will  conclude  in 
March  with  thej  “Kingdom  and  the 
Cross." 


cut  from  the  trees.  It  seems  apparent 
that  most  of- the  multitude  following 
Jesus  and  others  who  came  out  of  the 
city  to  meet  him  were  followers  from 
Galilee.  They  were  the  ones  who  were 
ascribing  praise  to  him  as  the  "Son  of 
David”  and  shouting  hosannas  (an  as¬ 
cription  of  praise ).  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
when  he  came  into  Jerusalem  the  city 
was  stirred  and  asked.  “Who  is  this?” 
(21:11). 

II.  The  denunciation  of  the  fig  tree 
(21:18-22) 

From  a  study  of  all  four  gospels,  it  is 
evident  that  this  event  took  place  on 
Monday  following  the  entrance  of 
Jesus  into  Jerusalem  on  Sunday.  Since 
a  fig  tree  usually  put  on  fruit  even  be¬ 
fore  the  leaves  were  grown,  the  fact 
that  this  tree  had  leaves  gave  promise 
of  fruit.  Such  was  not  the  case.  But  if 
we  commiserate  too  much  with  the  fig 
tree,  we  miss  the  point  of  this  object 
lesson  for  this  was  a  picture  of  the 
Jewish  nation.  They  had  promised 
much,  but  had  not  produced  fruit.  On 
the  next  day  Jesus  would  use  several 
parables  to  emphasize  this  truth. 

III.  The  King  Shows  His  Authority  over 
the  Temple  (21:12-13) 

Many  will  remember  that  this  is  ac¬ 
tually  the  second  cleansing  pf  the  tem¬ 
ple  ( cf .  John  2 . 13-22 ) .  Since  the  temple 
tax  could  not  be  paid  in  coins  having 
the  image  and  superscription  of  an 
earthly  ruler,  Jews  coming  from  out  of 
the  country  would  be  forced  to  have  the 
money  they  had  brought  with  them 
changed  into  that  which  was  suitable. 
Of  course  a  fee  was  charged  for  this 
service,  and  a  profit  was  made  on  the 
sale  of  sacrificial  animals  Had  this 
practice  been  conducted  purely  for  the 
benefit  of  worshippers,  it  is  unlikely 
that  Jesus  would  have  driven  them  out 
and  overturned  the  tables  of  the  money  . 
changers,  or  that  he  would  have  been 
as  caustic  as  he  was  when  he  said  to 
them,  “It  is  written,  ‘My  house  shall  be 
called  a  house  of  prayer;’  but  you  are 
making  it  a  robbers'  den”  (21:13 
NASV). 

•  Naturally  the  Sadducees.  who  con¬ 
trolled  the  temple  and  services  there¬ 
in,  would  try  to  justify  their  practice 
by  saying  it  all  went  toward  perpetuat¬ 
ing  worship.  This  is  not  to  say  that  all 
the  priests  were  rascals,  but  when  any 
system  makes  graft  easy,  there  will  be 
those  who  take  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  That  does  not  apply  to  the  first 
century  only,  as  a  look  at  graft  in  pub¬ 
lic  office  today  will  testify 


We  must  not  overlook, the  key  idea  in 
all  of  this.  Tie  control  of  the  temple  by 
the  Sadducees  was  an  accepted  fact, 
but  Jesus  had  told  them  they  were 
making  his  house  a  robbers’  den.  Ac¬ 
tually  we  have  to  wait  until  the  next 
day  ( Tuesday)  to  get  the  full  impact  it 
had  on  them. 

Shortly  after  he  entered  the  temple 
on  Tuesday  and  started  teaching,  the 
chief  priests  ( Sadducees )  came  to  him 
saying:  “By  what  authority  are  You 
doing  these  things,  and  who  gave  You 
this  authority”?  <21:23  NASV).  They  in  their  RA  program.  However,  the  ing  one  of  Lottie  Moon’s  favorite 
could  be  referring  both  to  his  having  boys  also  promoted  their  ride  as  a  hymns. 

cleansed  the  temple  and  to  his  teach-  "bike-a-thon”  to  raise  money  for  the  During  the  Sunday  evening  service, 
ing  therein.  No  one  was  supposed  to  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering.  After  the  Baptist  Women  organization 
teach  in  the  temple  who  did  not  have  receiving  pledges  totaling  over 
the  official  sanction  of  the  Sadducees,  $490.00,  nine  boys  completed  the  bike 
and  they  certainly  had  not  given  ap-  trip  and  presented  the  money  to  the  mission  study  book  for  each  age  group, 
proval.  His  answer  will  be  given  in  our  special  offering.  Acteens  and  Girls  in  Action  pre- 

next  lesson  ,  I  sented  a  mission  song  during  the  Sun- 

There  can  be  no  mistake  —  the  King  The  BYW  organization  constructed  day  evening  service  and  designed  a 
had  declared  himself  to  Jerusalem.  a  large  replica  of  a  page  from  a  hym-  bulletin  board  using  a  world  map.  The 

girls  provided  small  paper  “mis¬ 
sionaries”  for  church  members  to  sign 
and  pin  to  the  map  as  a  commitment  to 
specifically  pray  for  missionaries  dur¬ 
ing  the  foreign  mission  emphasis.  The 
map  was  quickly  covered  with  paper 
missionaries. 

On  Wednesday  night  of'Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Week,  three  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Men:  Donny  Richards;  Julian 
Ratcllffe;  and  Teddie  Craven,  Jr.  pre¬ 
sented  a  skit  which  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Christian  families  and 
churches  to  create  a  positive  and  sup¬ 
portive  atmosphere  for  youth  who 
show  an  interest  in  becoming  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Praying,  giving,  going.  The  com¬ 
plete  mission  thrust  was  emphasized. 
The  church  goal  of  $1500.00  was  easily 
reached  with  $1990.00  already  given  by 
mid-December.  However,  the  rewards 
of  the  mission  emphasis  go  far  beyond 

_  the  reaching  of  the  offering  goal. 

but  by  his  Through  participation  in  mission  or- 
cross.  ganizations,  many  members  of  the 
church  had  a  cooperative  part  in  the 
work  and  reward  of  this  mission  em¬ 
phasis.  As  pastor,  I’m  already  hearing 
plans  for  Home  Mission  Week  from 
those  who  participated.  I  sense  that 
this  is  only  the  beginning  as  our  church 
realizes  what  can  be  done  to  support 
missions  when  all  cooperate  as  they 
did  this  year.  You  can  be  sure  that 
mission  emphases  will  not  be  just 
dates  on  the  calendar  at  this  church. 

(Gerald  O’Dom  is  pastor  at  Pleasant 
Grovel;  Beverly  Drane  is  a  member 
there.)  ,  -  • 


I.  The  King's  entrance  into  Jerusalem 
(21:1-11) 

There  seems  (Id  be  little  doubt  that 
Jeshs  came  to  Bethany  (likely  the 
home  of  Mary,  Martha,  and  Lazarus) 
on  Friday  before  the  last  Sabbath  of 
his  public  ministry  and  that  he  spent 
each  night  there  up  until  his  arrest  on 
the  following  Thursday  .night  (cf. 
Matt.  21:1,  17;  Liuke  21:37).  It  is  also 
quite  likely  that  Jesus  had  made  ar¬ 
rangements  with  the  owner  of  the  don¬ 
key  he  was  to  ride  so  that  she  was 
hitched  where  the  two  disciples  found 
her.  One  wonders  if  the  emissary  was 
Lazarus  It  was  bf  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  movements  of  Jesus  be 
kept  somewhat  secret  lest  events 
move  too  rapidly.  Even  the  twelve 
could  not  be  trusted  to  keep  silent 
about  his  plans.  ! 

At  some  time  in;  the  history  of  Christ¬ 
ianity  the  entrance  of  Jesus  into 
Jerusalem  waslllabelled  as  “The 
Triumphal  Entrahce."  A  study  of  con¬ 
temporary  history  of  the  times  would 
cast  some  doubt;  on  the  appropriate¬ 
ness  of  this  title.  J 

Kings  did  make  triumphal  entr¬ 
ances  into  cities,  but  they  were  victory 
parades  and  usually  in  the  entourage 
were  captives,  slaves,  and  pieces  of 
equipment  won  ini  a  military  conquest  - 
Jesus  did  enter  Jerusalem  as  a  King, 
but  meek  and  lowly  riding  on  a  beast  of 
burden  rather  than  on  a  white  charger 
or  spirited  horse  The  “slaves”  along 
with  him  were  not  in  physical  chains; 
they  were  only  bondservants  of  Jesus 
Christ  bound  by  unseen  ties  to  him. 

The  manner  of  his  entrance  had  been 
foretold  by  the  prophet  ( Zach.  9:9)  and 
the  picture  was  not  that  of  a  conquer¬ 
ing  general.  John  tells  us  the  disciples 
did  not  understand  these  things  at  first 
but  that  after-Jesus  Christ  was 
glorified,  they  did  remember  that 
those  things  had  been  written  of  him 
(John  12:6). 

Many  of  those  ih  the  crowd  took  off 
their  outer  garments  and  spread  them 
in  the  way  while  others  did  the  same 
with  palm  branches  which  they  had 


Devotional - ! — 

of  remembrance 


By  Jerry  W.  Mixon,  pastor,  Goss  Church 

Suppose  you  are  about  to  take  a  trip.  You  will  be  gone  a  long  time.  Yoii  do  not 
wish  to  be  forgotten  so  you  try  to  select  an  important  event  in  your  life  and  call 
your  family  to  remember  you  by  this.  Jesus  faced  this  problem.  He  knew  that 
soon  his  physical  presence  on  earth  would  be  over.  He  wanted 


heart.”— David  McConaughy. 

Pastorium  burns 
at  New  Hope 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church, 
Yalobusha  County,  has  lost  its  pas¬ 
torium  by  fire.  Pastor  I.  L.  Hill  and  his 
wife  had  moved  into  the  home  the  day 
it  burned,  and  lost  all  their  furniture, 
clothing,  his  library,  and  personal 
items.  The  church  had  $5,000  insur¬ 
ance  on  the  building.  The  pastor  had  no 
insurance  on  the  contents. 


Christian  influence 


The  dialogue  on  worship  Worship  is  our  source  of  strength  to 

As  Jesus  sat  alone  at  the  well,  a  meet  the  trials  of  everyday  life.  Just 
Samaritan  woman  came  to  draw  when  everything  goes  wrong  and  we 
water  and  Jesus  asked  her  for  a  drink  are  depressed  and  feel  like  “throwing 
of  watei.  In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  in  the  towel”  worship  brings  the 
dialogue  the  wpman  said,  “My  strength  from  God  that  we  need  to  en- 
Samaritan  ancestors  worshiped  God  dure, 
on  the  mountain,  but  you  Jews  say  that  Application 

Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  we  Years  ago  the  BSU  at  the  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  had  a  devo¬ 
tional  service  before  classes  each 

_ _  _  morning.  It  began  with  about  five  mi- 

was  not  the  important  thing.  Many  nutes  of  quiet  meditation  which  gave 

time  for  genuine  individual  worship. 
This  was  a  very  meaningful  time  for 
me.  One  of  our  students  had  become 
worshipcannotbelimitedtoaplace.lt  very  offensive  to  me  so  that  almost 
is  not  where,  but  how  we  worship  that  anything  she'said  was  irritating  to  me. 

I  was  not  proud  of  that  situation  and 
Jesus  said  that  the  true  worshipers  needed  to  do  something  about  it. 

Each  morning  I  began  the  day  with 
real  worship,  asking  God  to  make  my 
attitude  right  throughout  the  day  as  I 


By  Louie  Farmer,  Jr.,  Hattiesburg 
John  4:7-26 

Gur  scripture  for  today  gives  the 
story  of  the  Samaritan  worpan  at 
Jacob’s  Well:  The  Gospel  of  John  re¬ 
cords  a  number  of  one-on-one  inter¬ 
views  by  Jesus.  His  dialogue  with  the 
Samaritan  woman  is  often  used  as  a 
study  in  his  skill  as  a  personal  witness. 

Here  we  see  how  he  opened  a  tjonver-  should  Worship”  (John  4:20,  TEV). 
sation  even  though  he  had  to  cross  so-  Jesus  said  the  place  of  worship, 
cial  barriers  of  race  and  sex.  We  see  whether  Jerusalem  or  Mount  Gerizim 
the  woman’s  efforts  to  avoid[  topics 

that  would  be  embarrassing  and  people,  even  in  1982,  have  the  idea  that 
Jesus’  masterful  directing  of  the  dis-  we  can  worship  only  in  the  sanctuary 
cussion  toward  her  real  problem  when  of  the  house  of  God.  Jesus  implied  that 
she  raised  racial,  theological,  and 
other  questions  as  diversionary  tac¬ 
tics.  matters 

Today,  however,  we  draw  another 

lesson  from  this  scripture.  Jesps  took  worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Those 
advantage  of  the  woman’s  question  are  the  sort  of  worshipers  the  Father 
concerning  the  proper  location  for  seeks  (John  4:23).  Jesus  continued, 

worship  by  giving  what  is  perhips  the  “God  is  a  spirit  and  they  that  worship  would  come  into  the  presence  of  -this 
best  discussion  on  worship  in  pll  the  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  student.  When  a  Christian  comes  face 
scriptures.  So,  today’s  lessonj  is  not  truth.’!  to  face  with  God  his  sins  are  revealed 

about  the  woman  or  witnessing,  but  Now,  what  does  worshiping  in  spirit  to  him  and  he  has  a  desire  to  do  better, 
about  worship.  !  mean?  It  is  a  heart  attitude.  It  begins  Thiswas  my  experience  many  times. 

The  English  word,  “worship, 7  came  with  the  attitude  expressed  by  the  It  enabled  me  to  face  the  day  and  the 
from  two  words:  “worth”  and ‘Sship  ”  Psalmist,  “As  a  dteer  longs  for  a  presence  of  this  irritating  student  with 


By  James  L.  Travis,  Pastoral  Services 
Univ.  Medical  l  enter.  Jackson 
I  Cor.  8  1-13;  10:23-11:1 

In  the  passage  under  consideration 
for  this  lesson,  the  complexity  of  lov¬ 
ing  one's  neighbor  as  one's  self  is 
clearly  demonstrated.  Paul  is  ref 
spohding  to  an  inquiry  about  eating 
food  that  has  been  sacrificed  tp  idols. 
Although  this  specific  issue  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  one  which  we  must  face  to1 
day.  Paul’s  attempt  to  interpret  the 
Christian  faith  for  this  situation  pro¬ 
vides  us  With  helpful  instruction.  We 
get  to  see  the  struggle  through  which 
Paul  goes  in  order  to  make  this  appli¬ 
cation.  The  truth  ih  this  passage  is  not 
easily  discovered.  However,  in  spite  of 
the  difficulty  in  Understanding  this 
passage,  it  is  well  worth  the  effort. 

The  Tension  Between  Love  and  Lib¬ 
erty:  Paul  begins  the  eighth  chapter 
by  posing  two  concepts  over  against 
each  other.  On  the  one  hand,  there  is 
knowledge  whicfi  is  possessed  by 
many  of  the  Corinthian  Christians;  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  love  which 
seems  to  be  lacking  in  their  relation¬ 
ship, to  other  persons.  This  knowledge 
to  which  Paul  refers  is  superficial  in  its 
extent  and  arrogant  in  its  nature. 

It  leads  to  an  exalted  sense  of  one’s 
self  and  sets  the  s|age  for  insensitivity 
to  other  persons.;  Love,  on  the  other 
hand,  leads  not  only  to  a  kind  of  humil¬ 
ity  which  opens  one’s  life,  but  also  to  a 
sensitivity  to  the  heeds  of  others.  The 
knowledge  about  which  Paul  cautions 
is  actually  a  distorted  understanding 
of  the  liberating  life  in  Christ.  It  is  true 
that  this  new  life)  in  Christ  frees  one 
from  the  legalistic  restrictions  which 
stifled  the  abundant  life,  but  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  liberation  and  the  free¬ 
dom  itself  are  not  |to  become  cause  for 
a  destructive  disregard  for  one’s  fel¬ 
low  church  members 

Actually,  there  is  considerable  ten¬ 
sion  between  the  Concepts  of  love  and 
liberty.  This  is  seen  by  comparing  two 
passages  within  this  larger  section.  In 
8 : 9  there  is  the  clear  warning  not  to  let 
the  exercise  of  one’s  freedom  become 
a  stumbling  blockjfor  the  weak.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  lflj:29b,  30  Paul  ques¬ 
tions  whether  his,  freedom  should  be 
defined  by  another  person's  distorted 
and  immature  perception  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Consequently,  Paul  identifies 
with  those  “weajk  brother^”  in  ad¬ 
monishing  the  knowledgeable  and  lib¬ 
erated  Christians  not  to  deliber¬ 
ately  cause  these  persons  to  stumble. 


On  the  other  hand,  Paul  aeknow-  meat  which  had  been  sacrificed  to 

ledges  that  the  liberated  and  knoW-  idols.  Rather,  the  destructive  element 

ledgeable  Christians  are  right  in  that  was  their  insensitivity  and  blatant  dis- 

they  ascribe  no  reality  to  the  idols,  regard  for  their  weak  brothers.  They 

They  emphasize  the  goodness  of  the  apparently  were  motivated  more  by  a 

world  which  God  has  created  and  deadly  kind  of  arrogance  /which  looked 

rightly  teach  that  what  is  consumed  down  on  those  who  were  not  as  en- 

physicaUy  by  a  person  does  not  then  lightened  and  free  from  some  of  their 

shape  his/her  Christian  life.  This  basic  former  restrictions.  This  would  be  by 

tension  between  love  and  liberty  is  far  the  more  significant  level  of  influ- 

transcended  only  as  individuals  make  ence,  one  that  would  cause  the  most 

sure  that  whatever  they  do.  whether  profound  impact  on  another  person’s 

eating  or  drinking,  or  any  other  form  life. 

of  behavior,  is  done  for  the  glory  of  What  Paul  is  focusing  on  is  more 
God,  that  is,  in  the  spirit  of  love  out  of  than  just  surface  behavior.  It  has  to  do 
which  God  not  only  created  but  re-  with  our  basic  intention  and  attitude 
deems  us.  toward  other  people. 

Levels  of  Influence :  One  of  the  basic 
questions  whjch  comes  out  of  Paul’s 
attempt  to  interpret  the  Christian  life 
in  a  specific  situation  has  todo  with  the 
nature  of  one’s  influence  on  other  indi¬ 
viduals.  Although  Paul  did  net  clearly 
spell  this  out,  he  seemed  to  imply  two 
levels  of  influence.  Contemporary  stu¬ 
dents  of  human  behavior  have  noted 
similar  ways  in  which  one  person  im¬ 
pacts  on  another.  First  of  all,  there  is 
the  simple  imitation  of  behavior. 

‘  Paul’s  concern  in  this  part  of  his  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Corinthians  focused  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  type  of  behavior,  namely,  eat¬ 
ing  meat  that  previously  had  beep,  sac¬ 
rificed  to  idols.  This  type  of  ritual  was 
commonplace,  a  part  of  pagan  relig¬ 
ions  in  this  setting.  One  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  with  a  “weak  conscience” 
might  be  encouraged  to  participate  in 
similar  behavior  if  he  saw  one  of  the 
liberated  and  enlightened  Christians 
eating  meat  that  had  been  sacrificed  to 
idols.  Many  interpretations  of  this 
passage  have  focused  on  this  level  of 
influence.  We  do  influence  people  in 
that  they  simply  imitate  our  behavior. 

However.  Paul  seemed  to  imply  that 
this  was  not  the  major  concern.  As  he 
put  it,  “We  are  no  worse  if  we  do  not 
eat,  and  no  better  if  we  do”  (8:8).  It 
was  not  the  actual  eating  oftfie  meat 
that  caused  the  weak  bret&ers  to 
stumble  and  fall;  rather,  they  were 
"destroyed  by .  . .  knowledge”  (8:11). 

Paul  was  pointing  to  another  level  of 
influence,  and  this  may  be  defined  as 
identification  with  intention.  By  this,  it 
is  meant  responding  to  a  deeper  level 
of  human  relationships  than  surface 
behavior.  It  would  be  identifying  more 
with  a  level  of  awareness  and  inten¬ 
tion. 

In  this  case,  it  was  not  so  much  that 
the  liberated  Christians  were  eating 


The  Principle  of  Sensitivity  to 
Others:  Paul  does  not  simply  say, 
"Don’t  eat  meat  that  has  been  sac¬ 
rificed  to  idols.”  Rather,  he  says  in  ef¬ 
fect,  “Do  not  use  your  liberated  know¬ 
ledge  to  show  contempt  and  disregard 
for  those  not  so  enlightened."  We  are 
to  be  careful  that  in  the  exercise  of  our 
freedom  wexlo  not  hurt  other  people. 
This  is  summed  up  in  10:24  when  Paul 
puts  in  his  own  words  the  primary 
stance  of  the  Christian  life,  that  is, 
being  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  other 
persons. 

Paul,  as  a  master  of  overstatement, 
may  leave  the  wrong  impression  in 
10:33.  “I  try  to  please  everybody  in 
every  way.”  On  the  one  hand,  this  is 
not  possible.  Those  who  try  to  please 
everyone  sooner  or  later  experience 
the  inevitable  and  frustrating  impos¬ 
sibility.  Rurther,  for  Paul  to  follow  the 
example  of  Christ,  as  he  states  in  11:1, 
means  that  he  follows  someone  who 
obviously  did  not  please  everyone  and 
who  was  more  concerned  with  that 
deeper  level  of  influence,  namely, 
identification  with  intention.  Jesus, 
with  repkless  abandon,  earned  the 
reputation  of  associating  with  the 
•worst  of  sinners.  On  the  surface  his 
behavior  obviously  was  a  great  offense 
to  many  people;  however,  it  was  his 
prophetic  intention  (John  Wick  Bow¬ 
man.  The  Intention  of  Jesus )  to  enable 
persons  to  become  aware  of  the  great 
love  of  the  Father  which  was  available 
to  all. 

That  same  love  in  Jesus  produced  a 
casual  attitude  toward  much  surface 
behavior,  and  in  Paul  took  shape  in  the 
care  which  jhe  encouraged  the  en¬ 
lightened  Corinthian  Christians  to 
demonstrate  for  their  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters. 


